


How Christ Fulfills the Law 
 

Matthew 5:17–20 



Matthew 5:17–18 

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 

Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an 

iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 



Matthew 5:19–20 

19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these 

commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 

called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them 

and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 

heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of 

the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 



17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 

Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” 

1.  Jesus came to fulfill the Old Testament (5:17) 



18 “For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, 

not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 

accomplished.” 

2.  Every letter in God’s law will be fulfilled (5:18) 



2.  Every letter in God’s law will be fulfilled (5:18) 



19 “Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these 

commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 

called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them 

and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 

heaven.” 

3.  Every command in God’s law matters (5:19) 



Matthew 23:23–24: 23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have 

neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy 

and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without 

neglecting the others. 24 You blind guides, straining out a gnat 

and swallowing a camel! 

3.  Every command in God’s law matters (5:19) 



20 “For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven.” 

4.  True obedience is whole obedience (5:20) 




