




Matthew 10:8

“Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have 
leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.”



Ephesians 4:32

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 
God in Christ forgave you.



Philippians 2:3–5

3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus…



1 John 3:16

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.



John 13:34

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: 
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.



The Pattern of Pursuit

PASSAGE GOD MOVES TOWARD US WE MOVE TOWARD OTHERS
Matt 10:8 freely you have received freely give
Eph 4:32 as God in Christ forgave you forgiving one another

Phil 2:4–8 emptied himself… humbled himself have this mind among yourselves

1 John 3:16 he laid down his life for us
and we ought to lay down our lives

for the brothers
John 13:34 just as I have loved you you also are to love one another
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a. The condition of man

• Isaiah 53:6: All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned—every one—to his own way…

• Romans 5:10: … while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son…

• Ephesians 2:1–2: And you were dead in the trespasses 
and sins in which you once walked…
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b. The heart of God

• John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.”

• 2 Thessalonians 2:16–17: God our Father, who loved us 
and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through 
grace…



1. God pursues us.

God took the initiative in salvation—he saved us.

Titus 3:4–7: 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of 
God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works 
done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, 
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 
6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might become 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.



1. God pursues us.

God took the initiative in election—he chose us.

John 15:16: You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit…

Ephesians 1:4–5: 4 even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption 
to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 
purpose of his will…



1. God pursues us.

God took the initiative in justification—
he declared us righteous.

Romans 3:23–24: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus…



1. God pursues us.

God took the initiative in reconciliation—
he reconciled us to himself through Christ.

Colossians 1:21–22: And you, who once were alienated and 
hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in 
his body of flesh by his death…



1. God pursues us.

God took the initiative in regeneration—
he raised us to new life.

Ephesians 2:4–5: 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the 
great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead 
in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved.



1. God pursues us.

God took the initiative in adoption—
he made us his sons and daughters.

Ephesians 1:4–5: In love he predestined us for adoption to 
himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will…



1. God pursues us.

God took the initiative in the incarnation—
Christ came to us.

John 1:14: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.



1. God pursues us.

Christ took the initiative in laying down his life—
Christ died for us.

John 10:17–18: 17 I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 
18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. 
I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it 
up again.

Romans 5:8: but God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.



1. God pursues us.

God took the initiative in sending the Spirit.

John 16:7: I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go 
away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. 
But if I go, I will send him to you.

Acts 2:17: “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I 
will pour out my Spirit on all flesh…



1. God pursues us.

God took the initiative in breathing out his Word.

2 Timothy 3:16–17: 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work.



1. God pursues us.

God will take the initiative in the second coming—
Christ will return for us.

John 14:3: And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 
also.



1. God pursues us.

Romans 5:5: God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.



2. We should pursue others.

John 13:34: Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 
another.



The Pattern of Pursuit

PASSAGE GOD MOVES TOWARD US WE MOVE TOWARD OTHERS
Matt 10:8 freely you have received freely give
Eph 4:32 as God in Christ forgave you forgiving one another

Phil 2:4–8 emptied himself… humbled himself have this mind among yourselves

1 John 3:16 he laid down his life for us
and we ought to lay down our lives 

for the brothers
John 13:34 just as I have loved you you also are to love one another



2. We should pursue others.

John 15:5: I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing.



2. We should pursue others.

Galatians 5:22–23: 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 
24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and desires.



2. We should pursue others.

Ephesians 5:18–21: 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that 
is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks 
always and for everything to God the Father in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another out of 
reverence for Christ.
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Twelve Marks of an Initiator

1. The initiator loves people more than fearing them.
2. The initiator practices pursuit over availability.
3. The initiator trusts God and makes the first move.
4. The initiator is willing to try, fail, and learn.
5. The initiator doesn’t make personality an excuse.
6. The initiator knows “awkwardness isn’t terminal.”
7. The initiator stays sensitive to God’s Spirit
8. The initiator is a servant instead of a spectator.
9. The initiator stays interested in people’s lives.
10. The initiator asks good questions and listens well.
11. The initiator follows up on situations, issues, and needs.
12. The initiator embraces Christ’s command to love.
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Mark 10:43–45

43 ” But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 
44 and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 
45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”



John 20:21

“As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”




