
Week 1 MATTHEW Seeing Jesus as our King 

 
 
LISTENING GUIDE Week 1 Video 
 
Have you had a Peter-like moment? 
 
In Matthew 16:15 Jesus asks, “Who do you say that I am?”  
Peter answers, “You are the Son of the Living God.” Peter calls Jesus Lord. This is Peter’s 
personal confession of faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
When a person puts her faith in Jesus Christ, God wants us to know 2 important things: 
1. 
 
2. 
 
Jesus is going to teach us today how to follow when our crosses feel have and we are 
tempted to lay them down. He is going to teach us to persevere by setting our eyes on the 
GRAND things coming soon for believers in Jesus Christ. 
 
Cross Talk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Covid Crosses 

 
 



 

Matthew 17 The Transfiguration –  
how setting our eyes on Jesus helps us persevere when our crosses seem heavy. 
 
 

1. Comfort in the Coming Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Community of Believers – “We got you!” 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Can’t stay here; it’s not yet time. 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Call out to your caring King. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Continue on with the mission! 
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Week 1 MATTHEW SEEING JESUS AS OUR KING 

 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

 
1. What stood out to you most from this week’s homework or teaching video? 

 
 

2. What pressures – Covid-related or otherwise – are you experiencing right now? 
 
 

3. When our hearts are looking for relief from stress or pain, we may experience temptation to 
lay down our cross of self-denial and to start walking in the way we want to go – to the 
places in this world that we think will give us immediate comfort. Describe the cross you are 
tempted to ‘put down’ under pressure? What is one place you are often tempted to go to 
find comfort in this world?  

 
 

4. Jesus knew it was going to hard for his disciples to watch him go to the cross, and he knew 
there will be times when we struggle with our own crosses as we walk through this fallen 
world.  Jesus took His disciples to a high mountain to show them His coming glory as King. 
How does setting your eyes on Jesus as glorious King comfort your heart, keep you moving 
forward, or help you stand up under temptation in this season?   
 
 

5. God also gives us a glimpse of the community of His people together in glory in His 
Kingdom. Share a story about a time when God used the solidarity from other believers to 
strengthen you in persevering in His kingdom ways? 
 
 

6. Hebrews 4:15-16 tells us that one aspect of Jesus’ Kingship is that He is able to sympathize 
with our weakness. “But we have one who was tempted in every way that we are, yet was 
without sin.  Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” How does seeing Jesus as 
both your King and Mediator encourage you today? 
 
 

7. What is one aspect of Jesus’s Kingship that you will remember this week to encourage 
you? 

 
 



 

Prayers & Praise 
Use this space to keep track of ways to pray for your sisters from small group and to praise God 
for His answers. 
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Day 1: Jesus The Servant Leads Us 
 
Dear Sister – 
 
Welcome back for Week 2 of our study. I’m so proud of you for digging in with us again this 
week. No shame if you’re not making it through everything in the homework; whatever time 
you spend in God’s Word is an investment of time with Jesus. You’re planting seeds in your 
thinking that the Holy Spirit can use to transform your life. Keep at it. 
 
Open your Bible to Mark 10:45, what is considered the key verse for the book of Mark. Write it 
out here: 

 
 
Our desire is that each week’s study will help us embrace who Jesus is for us personally, and as 
we considered the classic Gospel of Mark portrait of Jesus as The Servant, we thought it was a 
bit misleading to say, “Seeing Jesus as our Servant.”  Do you see the problematic idea? Jesus 
serves in amazing, sacrificial ways; however, we don’t want to lead our hearts to believe that 
Jesus exists to cater to our whims. Rather, as the Servant of His Father, Jesus leads us to follow 
in His steps of sacrificial service to God and by extension to serve others.  
 
This week as we explore Mark’s Gospel, we’ll talk about all of these things: servanthood, 
sacrifice, and leadership. I hope you’ll find your heart longing to follow such a loving, humble 
yet authoritative leader like our Jesus. 
 
Jesus as the Servant is quite an adjustment from Matthew’s portrait of Jesus as the King. Jesus 
the Servant removes His royal robe and replaces it with a towel for drying guests’ dirty feet. 
Jesus the Servant listens closely for the commands of His Father. Jesus the Servant ardently 
pursues the Mission of the One who sent Him even when it requires crossing the Sea of Galilee 
into the pagan Greco-Roman cities where good Jews never venture. 
 
The Servant Mark 
Let’s see what insights we can gain about the author of the Gospel of Mark and how he is 
familiar with servanthood. Mark, otherwise known as John Mark (Mark being a Latin name, 
John being his Hebrew name), was uniformly credited as the author of this Gospel by the early 
church.1 Read the following and note what details you learn about Mark. 
Acts 12:12 
Colossians 4:10  
Acts 12:25 
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1 This study contains much information from Talk Thru the Bible by Bruce Wilkinson and Kenneth Boa, Thomas Nelson Publishing 2002. 
 



 

Acts 13:5 
Acts 13:13 
Acts 15:36-41 
Colossians 4:10-11; Philemon 24 (note these were written by Paul under house arrest in 
Rome): 
2 Timothy 4:11 (written by Paul at the very end of his ministry): 

Bonus Brain Buster: Acts 12:13-16  
Brain Buster #2: Mark 14:50-52  
 
Mark was one of the younger followers of Jesus. His mother hosted a regular gathering of 
believers in their home where Peter was obviously a frequent guest (notice how the servant 
girl recognizes his voice?). As a friend and possible spiritual son of Peter (1 Pet 5:13) and as 
cousin to Barnabas, Mark goes along on various ministry journeys. At one point, he abandons 
the mission and heads back to Jerusalem. His abandonment of mission caused conflict and 
even a split between Paul and Barnabas. Eventually Mark and Paul must have become 
reconciled as Paul calls him useful and keeps him by his side during hard times.  That’s a story 
of growth. 
 
Oh, and yes, it’s entirely probable that Mark included himself in the Gethsemane account as 
the mysterious ‘young man’ who ran from the scene sans robe after all the other possible 
eyewitness-disciples had deserted Jesus.  
 
Mark witnessed first-hand the service of Jesus. He traveled with servants of Christ who could 
tell him even more first-hand accounts of Jesus’ life, teachings, and service. Mark himself lived 
as a servant of the gospel in assisting Peter, Paul, Barnabas and others in their ministry. 
 
The Servant’s Action and Authority 
Mark has a very focused topical – rather than biographical -- approach in presenting Jesus to 
his readers. Goal-oriented, Mark presents the “Son of Man”, a favorite term Mark uses for 
Jesus, as a Servant of Action and Authority. 
 
Read the following sampling of verses all from Mark chapter 1, and identify the one 
descriptive word that occurs in all of these verses?  (Depending on your translation, you may 
find words that are close synonyms). Mark 1:10, 12, 18, 20, 21, 23, 29, 30, 42.  
 
To describe the action of the Servant, Mark employs the adverb ‘immediately’ or ‘right away’ 
over 35 times – significantly more than that terminology is used anywhere else in the Bible. 
Jesus as The Servant of God is shown to be responsive to His Father; He acts in immediate 
obedience. He demonstrates authority from His Father; He speaks and people and 
circumstances and even the forces of nature immediately respond to His voice.  
 
Meditate for a moment on Jesus’s action and authority.  Ask Him for His power in your life in 
one area in particular today. Write it here and thank Him for acting on your behalf. 

. 
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Day 2: Mission to Serve – Mark 1-10 
 
Over the next two days, we’ll look at how the Book of Mark describes the ministry of Jesus in two 
parts. As we look back to the key verse, Mark 10:45, what are the two things the Son of Man 
came to do? 1.
2.

In the same way, we can divide the book of Mark into the following sections: 
I. Jesus’ Service  Mark 1-10 Jesus’ Signs & Sayings in Galilee & Perea spanning 3 ½ years 
II. Jesus’ Sacrifice  Mark 11-16 Jesus’ Sufferings in Judea & Jerusalem spanning 8 days 

 
Presentation of the Servant   
Read Mark 1:1-8. Write verse 1 here, thinking about each phrase.

Mark begins with words that remind you of what Old Testament book?
Where does Mark’s story begin (what environment)? See verses 3-4.  

Genesis very quickly moves from a garden paradise beginning to some very bad news:  mankind 
has rejected God’s beautiful Kingdom reign and has been kicked out into a wilderness that is 
hostile and separate from God.   
 
Mark on the other hand begins in the wilderness (the opposite of a garden) with good news 
(“gospel”) of Jesus the promised Rescuer (“Christ”). Do you see the set-up? The audience is in a 
bad spot, in need of good news; Mark sets us on the edge of our seats to receive it.  In walks the 
King’s herald, John the Baptist, to announce the good news that God’s Rescuer has arrived and 
to prompt the people to prepare their hearts to make Him welcome. 
 
In Mark 1:9-11, God Himself announces from heaven that this is indeed the Servant He has sent to 
carry out His rescue plan.  
 
Read Mark 1:14-15. What happened to John (the Messenger)? 
Why do you think that happened? 

John had been thrown into prison; this is what happens to messengers who start proclaiming that 
a new king has arrived in otherwise occupied territory. Kings don’t take kindly to people arriving 
in town intending to set up a new kingdom.  What does Jesus claim is ‘at hand’?

 
 
Let’s think back in Jewish history about the idea of the Kingdom of God in the nation of Israel.  
Israel was intended to be the Kingdom of God, and Israel had many, many kings over the 
centuries. Read Exodus 19:6. What was Israel’s mission assigned by God? 

 
They were to be a royal priesthood, a kingdom of priests. Let’s break it down.  

• A Kingdom: those who align themselves under the King’s authority (i.e., who obey). 
• Priests: those who go between the people and God to bring the two parties together. 

 
 



Read Isaiah 2:2-3 for a beautiful metaphor of God’s vision for “the mountain of the LORD” 
(another term for Jerusalem, Israel’s capital city). Describe the kingdom mission in your own words.  

 
Israel’s many kings – even the good ones – failed to truly carry out their mission: to be separate 
and distinct in order to be a light to the nations. Either Israel failed to be separate and distinct by 
adopting all the ways of the pagan cultures around them; or they were so separate and distinct 
that they forgot to be a light to OTHER nations, not just to their own. Do you ever experience a 
similar tension? Explain. 

 
What would be different about this King and this Kingdom? This King would be God’s True Servant 
who would come to do the will of the Father, not His own will. He would come to serve and to 
save. 
 
In an array of action-packed miracles, Mark shows us Jesus’s power and authority as God’s 
Servant. Read Mark 1:21-28. In verse 27, at what were the people amazed?  

 
Mark outlines many additional miracles, including: Jesus calming a storm, casting out a legion of 
demons, compassionately touching a chronically unclean and marginalized woman to heal her, 
multiplying meager resources to feed multitudes, walking on water, restoring sight. We see in 
these displays of power both the authority of Jesus and His compassion for those He serves. 
 
Opposition to the Servant 
It doesn’t take long before Jesus finds he has enemies who oppose His mission. About what did 
the religious leaders criticize Jesus in Mark 2:16-17? 

 
Criticism turns quickly into attempts to entrap Jesus. Read Mark 3:1-6. What did Jesus’s healing a 
lame man cause the religious leaders to plot?  
 
Instruction by the Servant 
As opposition increases, Jesus pulls in to focus on the preparation of His disciples – His friends and 
followers – to understand the cost of serving and the ultimate cost He himself would pay. 
 
Read Mark 8:34-38.  What did Jesus want His disciples to understand about the life of following 
Jesus as God’s servants? 

 
Read Mark 9:30-32.  What did Jesus warn His disciples would happen?

What is the cost of following Jesus in your life right now? Where are you putting to death your own 
desires in order to serve the Father and serve others? Journal about it here.
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Day 3: Mission to Sacrifice – Mark 11-16 
 
We ended yesterday’s homework with some thinking about the cost of walking through this life 
following Jesus. In modern American culture, we have special spots where we honor sacrifice: 
the athlete who sacrifices her free time, enduring pain and discipline to earn the championship; 
the first responders who rescue others at tremendous risk to themselves; the hard-working families 
who pour time and energy into their kids’ education. Who do you think of when you think of 
‘sacrifice’?  
 
I find that the smaller, daily sacrifices daunt me: giving up my freedom for someone else’s needs; 
choosing the better over the ‘okay’; disciplining my desires for comfort and pleasure; doing 
something for others that will go unnoticed or ‘un-thanked’; surrendering secret heart attitudes, 
grumblings, and unforgiveness to the work of the Holy Spirit. What about you? What is hard to 
sacrifice on a daily basis? Where do you prefer your comfort over your calling? 

 
 
Review our key verse from Mark 10:45. What did the Son of Man come to do? 
1.
2.
 
Yesterday we saw how the first half of Mark’s gospel describes Jesus walking the path of 
surrender to His Father’s direction as He served with action and authority. Today we’ll look at the 
path of intense suffering and sacrifice He knew He was called to walk. Mark dedicates almost 
half of his gospel to 8 days of Jesus’s ministry. Jesus the Servant walked obediently into sacrifice 
for the sake of saving many.  
 
The Road to Jerusalem 
I wonder how young Jesus was when the Father revealed to Him what His death would entail. At 
least 3 times, Jesus repeats to His friends the details of what lies ahead for Him in Jerusalem. The 
third time recorded by Mark is in 10:32-34. Read it and report your observations. 
What emotion did the journey to Jerusalem cause the disciples?  
Who will be involved?  
What will they do to Him?  
How will it resolve?

Isaiah looks ahead and describes Jesus’ attitude toward obeying His Father in going to the cross 
in Isaiah 50:7-8, What stands out to you? 

One of my favorite books is The Singer by Calvin Miller, an allegory of Jesus’s life and His path to 
the cross told in modern verse. It captures well the tension of a young troubadour’s submission to 
His Father’s call, his determination to walk stalwartly into suffering and death.   
 

“They will not like the final verse,” [his mother] said. 
 “They will not like it, for its music is beyond their empty days  
and makes them trade their littleness for life…. 
If you must sing of life leave off the final verse.” 
 
“I go,“ he said. “God give me strength to sing upon the wall— 



the Great Walled City of the Ancient King.” 
He turned. She cried. He kissed her. 
“I can’t ignore the Father-Spirit’s call  
So I will sing it there, 
And I will sing it all.”2 
 

The Wicked Tenants and the Heir to the Vineyard 
With a focus on action, Mark does not record many of Jesus’s parables. Read “The Parable of 
the Tenants” from Mark 12:1-12.  
What do you think the vineyard represents?  
What do you think is important about the details of the owner’s arrangement of the vineyard in 
verse 1?  

 
Why would tenants beat the owner’s representatives?
What does verse 7 say the tenants wished to gain by killing the owner’s heir?  
How does this relate to the religious leaders of Jesus’s time and their attitude toward Jesus, His 
Father, and the kingdom of Israel?  

 
 

In what ways do you find yourself protective of your little kingdoms, your circle of influence, the 
very gifts God has given for your protection and productivity? Write how you surrender those 
things to the Father today.  

 
 

 
The Servant Gives His Life 
To finish today’s time, I invite you to read the following portions of Scripture, letting them soak into 
your heart and mind. Picture the events and their impact to a man of action who comes to serve 
and willingly lays down His life for the redemption of the crowds. Journal your thoughts, what 
stands out to you, your thanks.  
 
The Prayer of the Servant (Mark 14:32-36) 
The Betrayal of the Servant (14:42-52) 
The Sham Trial of the Servant before the Jews (14:53-65) 
The Sham Trial of the Servant before the Romans (15:1-15) 
The Servant Willingly Gives His Life (15:16-39) 
The Burial of the Servant (15:42-47) 
The Triumph of the Servant (16:1-8) 
The Servant Commissions & Empowers His followers; He returns victoriously to the One who sent 
Him (16:14-20)  
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Day 4: Greatness, Power, & Sacrifice 
 
Do you long for the ability to impose your will on the world? 
That’s an odd question, isn’t it? It sounds nefarious. But in reality, a thirst for control over our 
circumstances, our kids, our husbands, our parents, our finances, our neighbors’ taste in lawn and 
garden, our schedules, our schools, our government – all of that and more – is about power. The 
flashpoint of so much unrest in our world right now is power: the abuse of power; the balance of 
power; those who are powerless; those who pull the strings with money or charisma or physical 
threat; control; anxiety; fear; revenge; protection; influence. 

In our culture, we value independence and individual strength. We often mistake the virtue of 
meekness for weakness.  Look up a definition of meekness and write it here: 

 
 
I believe we often hold back on service for fear the ones we serve will take advantage of us or 
treat us as ‘doormats.’ I have a hard time putting my selfishness aside to serve under the best of 
circumstances. How shall we endure service that causes us to suffer, to be ‘used’, or to be 
ridiculed? Peter gives a perspective on how Jesus endured the shame and ridicule of those He 
came to serve and save. Read 1 Peter 2:21-23. What was the key to Jesus’s endurance without 
threatening or pursuing revenge?  

 
Jesus held the ultimate power to exact revenge, to come down from the cross, to call legions of 
angels to His defense, yet He continually entrusted Himself to His Father, the Righteous Judge. 
In what circumstance in your life can you begin consciously entrusting yourself to your righteous 
Father so that you can endure and serve humbly?  

 
Oh, to love the Father so much, to trust Him so much, that we know He will turn the truly difficult, 
unjust, evil situations in this world to good in the end; to know that the part of me that desires 
justice is a droplet compared to the ocean of His justice; to trust that the flame of compassion in 
me for the victims of evil was ignited by the consuming fire of His purity. Let me bind my heart to 
His heart to know Him and so trust Him more! That trust will be the death of my compulsion to 
control. 
 
True Leadership 
In our schools today, we hold Leadership as the highest of aspirations. We tell our child to be a 
leader. We reassure him, ‘You’re a leader!’ We provide leadership education, leadership 
opportunities, leadership conferences, rewards for leadership.  
 
How do you define leadership?

What makes an effective leader? 

 
What do we mean by leading? Is the power to influence enough? Does the direction a leader  

takes matter as long as she leads? Do the methods of getting things done matter as 
long as we “get ‘er done”? 
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I feel most powerful when I am in ‘productive mode.’ I’m achieving things, making decisions, 
lining up my ducks. My goals are in my crosshairs. Listen up, World; hear me roar. Is this Jesus’s 
best hope for me? Is effectiveness always evidence of the Holy Spirit? To be sure, the Holy Spirit 
moves in us in power and will effect the purposes of God, but I need my view of leadership to 
be redeemed. 
 
For the disciples coming down from the mountain of transfiguration, ‘cross talk’ was like a heavy 
cloud at a picnic. As the disciples scratch their heads over His predictions of suffering and 
crosses, Jesus addresses the goals and attitudes of the heart of a servant. Let’s read together 
from Mark 9:33-37. 
 
Sum up in one word the topic of argument?
Why would the disciples be arguing about this? (Hint: they had just witnessed the transfiguration 
of Jesus as a glimpse of His Kingly glory, sort of like watching Clark Kent transform into Super 
Man, only better).

What must we do to achieve Kingdom greatness?

What is it about receiving a child that equates with embracing Jesus and His Father? 

How is this linked to greatness?

Can you imagine the disciples arguing like a pre-teen fan-club over who is the best, who will 
hold the power in the hierarchy of Jesus’s Kingdom? It’s exciting to be in the ‘inside circle’ when 
someone with charisma and power is around, isn’t it? But the Kingdom is an upside-down 
Kingdom where those who put others’ needs first will be greatest. Those who die to self will live. 
Those who quiet their raging power to gentleness and compassion to the point of serving a little 
child are the ones who will have the meekness that can bend to the will of The Servant and the 
One He Serves. 
 
I am haunted by the threat of insignificance. I long for control. When I get it, I often wield power 
with an untrained arm and untamed heart. In what area of your life do you need the meekness 
of Jesus today?  

 
Believe it or not, a very similar argument continues in Mark 10:35-45. Take a look. 
Do you think James and John truly understood that intense suffering and sacrifice lay ahead for 
Jesus, let along for those who followed Him? I often respond naively to the call to serve.  
 
How did Jesus describe the Roman world’s view of leadership?  

 
What was Jesus’ vision of how the disciples would become great in the Kingdom?  

 
Are you prepared to serve sacrificially? What holds you back? How are you encouraged?  

 
 

 
 
 
In what ways do you see God’s Kingdom growing even now? 



Day 5: Heart of The Servant 
 
What picture of Jesus as Servant have you been pulling into focus this week so far? Does He 
inspire you to love Him deeply? To trust Him freely? To partner with Him in service? 

I’ve been waiting all week to bring us to four beautiful Messianic prophecies from Isaiah that 
paint for us a portrait of Jesus The Servant of the LORD. When we dig through these, we will see 
the heart of the true servant who pleases His Father and fulfils His mission.  
 
God calls many of the Old Testament saints “my servant.” He refers to Abraham, Moses, Joshua, 
Caleb, David, Job, Isaiah, and even the people of Israel as “my servant,” but these servants 
were not always faithful, responsive, or obedient. The stage is set for a true servant – The Servant 
of the LORD – to come onto the scene. Just as The King and The Judge were prophetic types for 
the Messiah in Old Testament prophecy, The Servant of the LORD shows us God’s heart for His 
Son who came do His Father’s will.  
 
Read Isaiah 42:1-9, to learn about mission of The LORD’s Chosen Servant. 
In v1-4, what repeated word or phrase tells what important thing the Servant will accomplish? 

In v2-3, what virtue does The Servant display?  
How is it encouraging to know He will not put out a faintly burning candle or break an already- 
bruised reed? In what way do you need to be assured of this today?

In v6, what familiar mission is The Servant given?  

In verses 6-8, how does the Father view His Servant? What is His heart toward Jesus?

The Servant will bring about justice surely and with strength. He will lead with meekness and 
gentleness. He will be faithful to establish His Father’s plans. He will be a light to the nations in 
ways which all others have failed. The Father practically sings as He dotes on His Son and 
promises His own faithfulness to uphold and keep His precious Son on His mission. 
 
Do you feel the excitement of the announcement as you read verse 8-9? ‘Behold!’ Something 
new is taking place! God doesn’t share His glory with anyone, but He brings His Son, His unique 
Servant in glory as the coronation of the Kingdom begins making all things new! 
 
Now, please read Isaiah 49:1-10 (later come back and read the entire chapter; it’s fabulous!) 
To begin, in what ‘person’ is this passage written? 
Who do you think is speaking?  
(Doesn’t that get you super excited?! We’re hearing The Servant speak in paradise with His 
Father long before He comes to fulfill these prophesies.) 
In verses 1-3, how did God prepare His Servant? 

How does verse 4 relate to 1 Peter 2:21-23? 
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I find it fascinating to hear Jesus speak of His own discouragement in His mission, perhaps as 
rejection was beginning to surface or even while on the cross.  
 
What does verse 5 reveal about the relationship between Father and Son? 

Rephrase in your own words what God says about Jesus’s mission to redeem the Jews?

I wonder what joy the Father had in bringing this new mystery to light: why limit the mission to 
redeeming Israel only? God sends The Servant to redeem ALL nations, “to the ends of the earth.” 
 
For the sake of time, we’ll skim across verses 8-9 which ring with familiar words from Isaiah 42. In the 
second half of verse 9 through 10, a pastoral metaphor begins, a poem of a gentle Shepherd and 
His sheep. What do you notice about the circumstances of the sheep?  

What words describe how the sheep are cared for in those rough and sometimes dangerous 
environments?

 
Read Isaiah 50:4-11 
Once again, who is speaking? 
In verse 4, how did the Father prepare and equip His Servant for His mission?  

 
In verse 5, how did the Servant Jesus respond to being taught and instructed by God even in hard 
things? 

 
In verses 6-10, in the face of tremendous opposition and even torture, how did Jesus remain 
faithful to His Father’s purposes for Him?

 
I have to ask: do you love verse 10 like I do? God is a light in a dark place to us who trust in Him 
just as He was to Jesus. (Let me nerd out with any Tolkien fans for a moment: can you imagine 
verse 10 echoing through a dark cave in the voice of Galadriel?) What is your dark place where 
you walk with no light? What is it like to trust in the name of the LORD in that place? 

 
 

 
Lastly, get comfortable in your chair and read the description of the Sacrificial Servant in Isaiah 
52:13-53:12. Let the words soak into your bones. Journal your response or write a thank you to 
Jesus for His service to redeem you and to lead you well. 

In the name of the Mighty and Meek Servant Jesus, 

Tamara 
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