
Week 5 ACTS SEEING JESUS AS OUR  
LIVING SAVIOR 

LISTENING GUIDE Week 5 Video 
 

 
 
Introduction: Good News – Jesus is on the Throne 
 
 

I. BOOK SUMMARY OF ACTS 
 
 
a. What Jesus Began to Do Acts 1:1 

 
 

b. No Other Name Acts 4:11-12 
 
 
 

II. SEEING JESUS IN ACTS 2:32-36:  Our Living Savior 
 
 

A.  The Resurrection (v32) 
 

 
 
 

B.  The Ascension to the Throne (v 33a) 
 
 

 
 
 

C. The Gift of the Holy Spirit: God Changed Addresses (v 33b) 
 

 



 

D. Prophecy Fulfilled: the Living Savior Reigns (v 34-36) 
 

 

 

III. WALKING IN HIS WAYS: ACTS 2:37-42 

Sisters, What Shall We Do in Response? 
 

Repent, Be Baptized, Receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit 
 
 

God is Calling you to Himself… 
 

You who are far off. 
 
 
A promise to us and to our children. 
 
 
Be rescued from this crooked generation. 

 
 
 

Jesus in Acts:  The Savior is Living. 
 

He continues to work through His Spirit in His People as their radical love & 
truth turn the world order upside-down 
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Week 5 ACTS SEEING JESUS AS OUR  
LIVING SAVIOR 

 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

 
1. What stood out to you most from this week’s homework or teaching video? 

 
 

2. Which is hardest for you to believe and really embrace and why:  that Jesus came back to 
life from the dead; that He is reigning on heaven’s throne; or that He is at work in His 
people through the Holy Spirit?  

 
 

3. What difference does it make to you today knowing Jesus is on His throne, living and 
reigning with all authority? How does it affect your stress level about the upcoming 
elections? About the impacts of Covid-19? 

 
 

4. Where & how do you see yourself as a witness about Jesus the Living Savior? What is 
hardest about being that witness? 

 
 
5. Describe your relationship to the Holy Spirit and how you see Him involved in your life. 

 
 

 
6. Do you ever feel far-off from God? What will you do to draw closer to Him? 
 
 
 
7. Have you responded to the good news of the Living Savior? If so, where were you in your 

life at that time and what about the gospel drew you initially?  
 
 

8. What about baptism is meaningful to you? What, if anything, about baptism is confusing or 
difficult for you? 

 
 

 
9. What is one area of your life which you would like to surrender to Jesus’s reign as King? 



 

Prayers & Praise 
Use this space to keep track of ways to pray for your sisters from small group and to praise God 
for His answers. 
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DAY 1 – When in Rome 
 
Dear Sister – 
 
Have you thought about Jesus reigning on His throne this week? Even with any political 
uncertainty, health uncertainty…whatever uncertainty…His good and mighty hand in our 
world and in our daily lives is SURE.  
 
As we left the Apostle Paul last week, testifying before Royals on his way to testify in Rome 
before the Emperor Nero, we’re going to focus this week on Rome. Some period of time 
before Paul’s visit to Rome, he wrote the Letter to the Romans as an introduction and doctrinal 
explanation of the significance of Jesus’s work to the budding church in the greatest city of 
the world at that time. Caligula--the great-grandson of Caesar Augustus--reigned as the fourth 
Caesar. Rome was a bustling city of at least a million (up to 4 million) people.1 Perhaps we’ll 
see some parallels in Roman culture with some of our western culture today.  
 
All of this will be context for the real feast for our eyes:  Jesus as our Righteousness in the Letter 
to the Romans. The picture of Christ in this book is so crystal clear, and Paul builds a strong, 
rational case for why Jesus is the central figure of all history and of our salvation. 
 
So come aboard with me. Use your imagination to set sail across the Mediterranean Sea in a 
first century merchant ship (the best mode of travel in those days), perhaps with a load of 
grain, purple murex shells for dye (stinky!), or timber from the forests of Lebanon to Paul as he 
writes this letter from Greece to be carried to Rome by a sister in Christ.  
 
Let’s search for clues about this letter 
Paul’s opening statement about himself in Romans 1:1-3 is more formal than most of his letters. 
He’s writing to people he has not met. He’s setting up his authority and credibility for writing 
this letter. What are some ways he refers to himself in these verses?

How did Paul describe the recipients of his letter (Rom 1:7)?

What is true of the believers in Rome according to Rom 1:8? 
What has Paul been hoping for but prevented from (Rom 1:10)?  
What does Paul think he would accomplish with them (Rom 1:11)?  
Who carries this letter to Rome (Rom 16:1-2)? 
(Cenchreae was a port of Corinth, where Paul was working at the time of his writing). 
What ethnicities were included among the Roman believers (Rom 11:13, 2:17-24 & 4:1)

Was the Roman church brand new (Rom 15:22-23)?  

Week 6 Homework: ROMANS WEEK 1 | MATTHEW 
SEEING JESUS AS OUR 

RIGHTEOUSNESS 
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1This study relies on information from the book Talk thru the Bible by Bruce Wilkerson  
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The Church in Rome was a vibrant growing church made mostly of Gentile believers and some 
Jewish converts. The church was possibly started by Romans who were in Jerusalem at Pentecost 
and came to follow Christ, bringing the gospel back to Rome with them but most likely started as 
converts from the various churches in Greece and Asia Minor carried the gospel to Rome. Paul 
wrote Romans in 57 A.D., most likely from Corinth shortly before his return with the contribution he 
was gathering for believers in Jerusalem.  
 
Paul had a heart to visit these believers to encourage and strengthen them, but he was unable to 
do so until his later trek under guard. These Roman believers knew the basics of the gospel: that 
Jesus Christ, Son of God, lived, was crucified on a Roman cross, was raised to life, and ascended to 
heaven. Paul’s intent was to help them (and us) take the facts of Jesus’s life, death, and 
resurrection and extend to the significance of those events. What exactly happens when someone 
puts his or her faith in Jesus? What transactions take place? How is our past, present, and future 
affected? How does Jesus relate to the Old Testament? Has God abandoned Israel? All of these 
questions – they’re very good ones, are they not? – and more are addressed in Romans. 
 
Read Romans 1:16-17, the key idea of the book, and copy it here.  

 
 
As we walk through the theology in Romans, I’d like to make note of some pretty big words with 
big meaning. We’ll call them “Fresh Words” as we try to sit them on a stand, walk around them, 
and examine them with fresh eyes, rather than glossing over them or tossing them around as 
“church words.”  
 

FRESH WORD: Righteousness 
What does this word make you immediately think of? What do you associate with it? Any off-the-
top-of-your-head definitions or connections?

Thanks to “Bill and Ted’s Most Excellent Adventure,” the 80s embraced the word ‘righteous’ as 
something that is of the highest standard or quality, excellent. Way too many mundane things 
were called ‘righteous’ during that time frame! The application was sloppy, but the definition was 
not too far off base.
 
Strong’s definition of Righteousness is the “condition of being acceptable to God” including 
“integrity, virtue, purity of life, uprightness, correctness in thinking, feeling, and acting.”2 
 
Paul’s Letter centers around Jesus as the Righteousness from God, the fit for the need in us, the 
bridge across the chasm that makes acceptability to God otherwise impossible. Paul breaks down 
this masterpiece letter to the Romans in the following outline: 
Rom 1-3:20 Condemnation: the Need for God’s Righteousness     
Rom 3:21-5 Justification: the Inspiration for God’s Righteousness      
Rom 6-8 Sanctification: the Demonstration of God’s Righteousness     
Rom 9-11 Israel’s Election, Rejection & Restoration: the Vindication of God’s Righteousness  
Rom 12-16 Christian Responsibilities & Freedoms: the Application of God’s Righteousness  
    

Let’s let that soak in for today. We’ll dive in tomorrow. 
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DAY 2 – “I need Thee, Oh I need Thee….” 
 
What do you associate with Ancient Rome? 

I’ve been fascinated with Rome for many years. Somehow I missed anything about Roman 
history in high school but picked up a bit more in college World History. As an adult, I’ve been 
able to dig in so much more as my interest has grown. 
 
Rome seems to me the pivot point for western history and the particular vehicle God chose to 
quickly expand His Kingdom. While Rome was pagan, violent, materialistic, and antagonistic 
toward Christians and Jews who refused to worship Caesar, God used the Roman empire 
mightily. The vast, well-maintained network of Roman Roads that facilitated the quick positioning 
of Roman military to the far outposts of the empire; the elevation of education; the common 
language; and the Pax Romana (extended peace from civil unrest created under the rule of 
Caesar Augustus, in spite of his self-aggrandizement and dictatorial rule) provided the best 
environment for communication of the gospel to spread all around the Mediterranean world. 
This was the ‘fullness of time’ in God’s plan. 
 
God has a ‘history’ of using world empires to protect and provide for his people in ways that are 
hard to see at the time. Even when God’s people have been oppressed and persecuted by 
various regimes, God has used those very circumstances and rulers to cause His Kingdom to 
flourish all the more. I think specifically of various Pharaohs, Nebuchadnezzar, Darius, and Cyrus 
and the parts they each played in the history of Israel. Like the stone feet of Ozymandias half-
buried in sand, these worldly leaders are raised and lowered by God’s hand, but God always 
continues to build, provide for, and protect His people. 
 
How can you connect that providential hand of God to leaders and events in our culture and 
current events that often cause anxiety?

 
General Unrighteousness 
Let’s look at God’s assessment of the human condition and track record, from Romans 1-2.  
Read Romans 1:18-32.  
What is being revealed from heaven (v 18)?  
What is God’s wrath against?  
Why is God holding mankind accountable (v19)?  

How has the truth of God’s power and nature been shown to mankind throughout history (v 20)?

What should our response to God have been (v21)? 
What was our response instead (v21-23)?  

Let’s hover here for a moment. God offers us access to worship His glory, to be thankful to Him 
and honor Him, but instead we turn toward things He made --in primitive cultures these might be 
carved idols – and adore these created things, placing our hope in them, setting our thoughts 
on them, investing our resources in them.   

What are some examples of things that God created to bring us thankful hearts that 
our culture adores instead?  
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When we realize our hearts were made to worship, to be drawn toward the glory of something, 
we can begin to see how quickly they attach to foolish things other than to God. I recall moving 
out of my career which I ‘adored’ to being home with a newborn. As my wandering heart 
unanchored from my work significance, it was like a tentacle looking to attach. To my shame, I 
found my thoughts anchoring on how I would decorate the baby room, what cute clothes she 
would wear, where we would go on our next vacation, what new hobby or craft I could 
undertake. Always longing, always roaming, my heart needed a ‘fixing’ point. I had not yet 
learned the great joy of sitting at my Creator’s feet and adoring Him. I did not think He could 
meet my deepest need for hope. My foolish thinking was to my shame. 
 
What keeps you going, looking ahead, hopeful? Be honest. Where do your thoughts fixate when 
you lie down at night or when you have a moment of stillness?  

 
To what did God hand us over (v24)?  
Why (v25)?  

 
Paul gives us very clear rationale for a lot of the confusion and mess we see in our culture today. 
How easy it is to look at verses 26-27 and see them as consequence for someone else’s brand of 
sin. In one way or another, we all have exchanged the adoration for God that should be natural 
in us for passions that are dishonorable. 
 
Look at the list of unrighteousness (v26-32)? List at least one of these things you have participated 
in or approved of at some point.  

What do we know deep down is deserved by those unrighteous things (v 32)?  
 
We have a tendency to want the standard for righteousness to be relative to other people 
around us, don’t we? I may gossip, but I’m not as gossipy as she is. We have a tendency to want 
certain items on that list to be deserving of much less than death, too. But the honest cry of my 
heart when I have been unkind, uttered foolish words, or wished something ugly on the object of 
my jealousy is like a sword that cuts across my conscience, a pit in my stomach, a clawing 
conviction that something needs to be made right. Our desperation in the face of our moral 
failures is legitimate. I need rescuing. Do you? 
 
Religious Unrighteousness 
What about those who work hard to adhere to a list of religious do’s and don’ts? Or those who 
lead others and give others a list of moral standards? Paul convicts the Jews in chapter 2 as well 
as he did the rest of the world, the Gentiles, in chapter 1. Read Romans 2:17-29. 
What results from hypocrisy, from preaching a standard that we break ourselves (v 23-24)?

Who is more pleasing to God: the pagan who ignorantly follows God’s ways or the religious 
person who knows God’s ways but breaks them (v26-27)? 
Where should true religion begin (v28-29)? 

Do you feel a bit convicted as I do? Spend some time talking to God and thank Him 
for His kindness and patience that woos us to repent and to cling to Jesus. 
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DAY 3 – Bad News, Good News 
 
Bad News #1: The Rightness of God’s Judgment 
Paul sets out an argument for the rightness – the righteousness – of God’s judgment of our 
unrighteousness. Read Romans 2:1-11. 
If someone judges others by a standard, what should be true of the one judging?  

 
What should we assume is true about our righteousness if God has not unleashed the wrath of 
judgment on us yet? What does His kindness and forbearance mean for us?  

 
Does God judge certain people on an easier standard?  
What awaits our self-seeking, evil, and disobedience (v8-9)?  
 
We see that in its purest form, God’s righteous standard and His right to judge result in good and 
necessary – and perfectly just – wrath and fury. If the Bible left off at this point, we would remain 
in a futile battle to meet that righteous standard in order to avoid God’s wrath. Most of us know 
we’ve already failed if we are honest with ourselves. We are not judged against other people’s 
righteousness or failures but against God’s, and His standard doesn’t change over time. 
 
Bad News #2: Our Rightful Doom 
We are doomed.  To confirm that sentence, read Romans 3:9-12.  
Who has missed God’s standard?
Who has sinned (a word that means “to miss the mark”)?
 
Trying to meet God’s standard, to please Him, by gutting it out and doing everything perfectly is 
a bit like the wall the Romans built across Great Britain. Hadrian’s Wall was constructed and 
fortified to keep the barbarians (the Picts tribes) out of the southern half of England where 
Roman culture had successfully ‘Romanized’ the land with law, order, structure, language, and 
science. That wall was a constant source of trouble. The Roman Eagles were needed to 
constantly patrol and hold back tendency toward creeping wildness. Eventually, the Eagles 
cohorts were recalled to Rome, the wall crumbled, and the technology and art of the Romans 
was mostly engulfed by the weeds of the Dark Ages. 
 
Have you ever felt the wall of your efforts at perfection crumbling? Explain.  

 
 
Last week, I mentioned the book series The Ashtown Burials. In the third book (hopefully not the 
last), two stone monolithic warrior-brothers are awakened as the final desperate solution to 
destroy the evil that is coming against the ‘good guys’ in the book. The stone giants are named 
“Justice” and “Wrath.” They will destroy everything in their paths – the evil and the supposed 
‘good’ simply because nothing is good enough to be passed over.3 
 
In the same way, God’s justice and wrath are just in destroying us all. God cannot abide 
unrighteousness. God is not unfair in condemning anyone to hell; He would be unfair in letting 
anyone’s death sentence slide. We are indeed doomed. 
 
Do you ever feel that God is unfair in sending anyone to hell? How does this argument help shift  

your opinion? With what do you still struggle in this?  
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Good News #1: Our Justification 
Gladly, God didn’t wipe us out immediately. And He didn’t just leave us here accumulating 
wrath for the Day of Judgment. Read Romans 3:21-31. 
 
Fill in the blanks for important Fresh Words to tackle God’s Rescue Plan from verses 23-25. 
“For _____ have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are _____________ by his grace as a 
____________, through the _____________________ that is in ______________ _____________, whom 
God put forward as a __________________________ by his blood to be received by _____________.” 
 
Whew! That was a mouthful. Let’s break it down. 
 

FRESH WORD: Justification 
What does this word make you immediately think of? What do you associate with it? Any off-the-
top-of-your-head definitions or connections?

 
Strong’s definition indicates the declaration of someone as righteous, the acquittal of a guilty 
charge. It means to judge or treat someone as worthy – but never to make someone worthy. It is 
to declare acceptable to God, to declare as righteous.  
 
The ‘easy-peasy’ definition I hear often for justification is to be made “just as if I’d never sinned,” 
but this definition falls short. Adam and Eve were in a pre-sin state in the Garden before they 
willfully broke God’s laws. True justification leaves us as if we had never sinned and as if we never 
WILL sin. That’s true protection. We are better off than Adam ever was. It’s not just like swapping 
your treasure for my debt so that I owe exactly nothing, but more like taking your infinite 
balance, paying my debt, and giving me an unlimited positive balance.  
 
If this justification is a gift, what do you need to do for it to be yours?  
 
Good News #2: God’s Wrath is Satisfied 

FRESH WORD: Propitiation 
A propitiation is an appeasing sacrifice, like a balm for the fury of God’s wrath. In a Roman 
culture that was used to providing sacrifices to appease the gods, a propitiation was a familiar 
idea.  
The end of 3:25 gives us a clue as to what Jesus’s sacrifice does for God’s wrath and our sins. 
What 4 words explain this idea (v25)?  
The Jewish holiday commemorates who the angel of death passed over those who had what 
on their door posts (read Exodus 12:21-27)?  
God’s judgment passes over those covered by the blood of Jesus. This appeasement is received 
by us through faith as a gift. 
 
We’ll see later in Ephesians the metaphor of clothing to help us understand our covering by 
Jesus’s blood. When I am reliving my shame for past sin (I’ll bet you do this, too!), I have trained 
my mind to picture the white robes of Jesus’s righteousness covering me as He stands behind 
and over me, draping me in His protection. What mental picture do you (or will you) call to mind 
when you are feeling crushed under God’s wrath for sin already covered? 

Praise Jesus for His gift!  Rest here in Jesus, Dear Sister. 
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DAY 4 – Jesus Our Champion 
 
Before we move into the central portrait of Jesus as our Redemption in Romans, we have a 
couple additional Fresh Words to put to rest from Romans 3.  
 
Good News #3: Our Freedom has been Purchased 
Take a moment to re-read Romans 3:23-25. 
 

FRESH WORD: Redemption 
What does this word make you immediately think of? With what do you associate it? Any off-
the-top-of-your-head definitions or connections?

 
Strong’s definition describes redemption as “liberation procured by the payment of a ransom.” 
Redemption is a transaction in which Jesus ransoms our freedom, paying for us with His blood. 
 
At the time Paul wrote this letter, Rome’s population was more than half slaves. Indeed, with 
slaves doing most of the work, the common Roman was bored and unemployed. Free bread 
and games were required to keep the restless Roman population under control. The 
redemption of a slave was a hoped-for but mostly elusive freedom. 
 
In the story of Squanto, the native American who selflessly assisted the Pilgrim settlers, a pair of 
God-fearing friars redeem Squanto from being trafficked by slavers who dragged him to Spain 
for profit. These kind brothers pay the redemption price so that Squanto could go free.4 
 
In C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, Edmund’s treachery binds his life as forfeit 
to the White Witch; however, Aslan redeems Edmund by presenting his own blameless life for 
sacrifice on the Stone Table as an appeasement to the Deep Magic (here we see redemption 
and propitiation).5 
 
What does it mean to you that you have been freed by Jesus’s blood from the kingdom of 
darkness to light?
 
Good News #4: Our Peace with God has been Achieved 
Not only do we have protection from God’s wrath, we have a peace in our relationship with 
God. This peace has been missing since Adam disobeyed God in the Garden and his access to 
walk in peaceful, daily relationship with God was destroyed. 
 
Read Romans 5:1-11. 
In what do we stand (v2)? In what do we hope?  
Why would we rejoice in suffering (v3-4)?  

We see here benefits of walking in peace with God – not just protected, but privileged to enjoy 
the way He is redeeming our character through the good and hard things in our lives and to 
live in the hope that we are being changed by the Holy Spirit bit by bit to share in God’s glory. 
What an amazing benefit we enjoy through our redemption!  
 

What were we when Jesus died for us (v 6)? 
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What were we when Jesus died for us (v 8)?  
Did we first get ‘cleaned up’ before He died for us?  
Even more surprising, what were we when Jesus died for us (v 10)?  
Absorb this: when we were still His enemies, Jesus reconciled us to God.  
 

FRESH WORD: Reconciliation 
What does this word make you immediately think of? With what do you associate it? Any off-the-
top-of-your-head definitions or connections?

 
Strong’s defines redemption as “to receive one into his favor.” Jesus took us from being God’s 
enemies to being “His favorites”! That’s something to savor. 
 
Have you ever had a falling out with a friend. It feels so yucky. Imagine an even bigger falling 
out – an all-out battle and hostility. Then without you even pursuing it, things are mended for 
you, and all is forgiven, forgotten, and you are truly now best friends. There’s nothing held back, 
no hidden mistrust, no ‘there you go again…’ to beat you down.  
 
How does it change your view of your relationship with God to know you are reconciled fully? 

 
A Metaphor: The Champion  
I absolutely love a picture that is tucked into the fifth chapter of Romans. Go with me again in 
your imagination to an ancient kingdom. The good king has been plagued and challenged by 
an evil kingdom of darkness wishing to enslave the people. Rather than all the people of each 
kingdom fighting one another, the two kings each choose a Champion, one who will fight on 
behalf of the kingdom. If the good king’s champion wins, the dark opponents will leave to return 
no more; however, if the good champion loses, the kingdom will be overcome and plunged into 
slavery. (See 1 Samuel 17 for a historical example from Israel’s history). 
 
Read Romans 5:12-14. 
How did sin come into the world (v 12)? 
What did death bring (because of God’s justice)?    
Since sin spread to everyone, what reigned from Adam on? 
 
Adam is the defeated Champion for the human race. I used to feel so frustrated that I had to 
suffer for Adam’s failure. Certainly, if I were given the chance to obey in the Garden, I would 
succeed. But then wisdom whispers in my ear, here was the most perfect, freshly created human 
in the most perfect, untainted environment with no bent nature to steer him toward evil, Adam 
falls. I can be sure I would have fallen as well.  
  
Now read Romans 5:15-21. 
Praise God, a greater Champion rides onto the scene. Jesus as the Second Adam challenges 
the kingdom of darkness, and victoriously stands the test, defeating the evil, setting free all the 
slaves who would follow Him into His glorious kingdom. Jesus is greater than Adam.  

Through His victory an “abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign  
in life” and even more grace will reign “leading to eternal life….” 
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DAY 5 – In Jesus 
 
We’ve mentally wrestled through God’s rightness in condemning us, our doom in our sin, and the 
beautiful payment by Jesus’s blood to: credit His perfection to our account; purchase our 
freedom from slavery; appease God’s wrath; and bring us into a place of absolute favor with 
God. 
 
I spent years thinking God was happier or angrier or more disappointed in me as my sin or 
obedience fluctuated day by day, minute by minute. When I finally began to fathom the depths 
of my sin, I was able to begin grasping the magnitude of the gift of mercy and grace Jesus 
purchased for me. When achieving peace with God on my own falsely seemed only inches out 
of reach, my striving was intense. Once I realized the immense canyon between God’s standard 
and my ‘achievements,’ I gave up and dove more fully into slavery to sin. When the light of the 
freedom, mercy, and grace available through Jesus’s gift began to dawn on me, I was free to 
rest fully in Jesus.  
 
How about you? Where do you fall on this scale? 
Striving               Resting      Giving up 
 
As we wrap things up today, we’ll examine the continuity of righteousness by faith throughout 
history, the now and not yet of our righteousness, and the enormity of the love we have in Jesus.  
 
Did God’s Plan Change? 
In former years, I couldn’t understand the connection between the Old and New Testament 
stories and doctrine. Didn’t the saints of old please God by their goodness or by making 
sacrifices when they sinned? What relevance do the Ten Commandments have to us? Did God 
deal with Jews very differently than with Gentiles? 
 
Paul addresses these questions extensively in Romans 9-11. For the sake of simplicity, let’s look at 
Paul’s primary case in point: Abraham. Read Romans 4:18-25. 
 
God had called Abraham out of his home country among pagans, led him a day at a time to a 
new land, promised him an heir, a nation, a land, and God’s own presence. But in Abraham and 
Sarah’s old age, having an heir who would found a nation looked impossible. As Abraham 
believed God’s promise in the face of tremendous odds, what happened to his faith (v20)? 

What did his faith bring (v 20)?  
What did God count Abraham’s faith to be (v22)?  
In the same way what will our faith in Jesus’s justification of us by His death be counted (v23-25)? 

 
 
I am SO thrilled to be freed from the requirement to please God through my constant, 
impossible, perfect obedience. What liberty we experience to know our righteousness rests in 
Jesus! 
 
The Now and the Not Yet 
Having been freed from the earned death that comes from our unrighteousness, why do we still 
experience sin in our lives? Our freedom comes in three parts as outlined in Romans 5-8. We’ll  

simplify it a bit, but a further, deeper study is worth your investment later. 
 
  This leads us to our final Fresh Word for this week. Read Romans 6:20-23. 
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FRESH WORD: Sanctification 
Strong defines sanctification as “to purify, to consecrate.” We are made holy by Jesus’s blood. But 
this holiness is what we would call both ‘immediate’ and ‘progressive.’ Sanctification has taken 
place in the past; it is continuing to take place daily in us; and it is promised to be fully completed 
when we see Jesus face to face  
 

1. Past: In Jesus, we are freed from God’s wrath and given positional righteousness. 
2. Present: In Jesus, we are freed from the obligation to keep choosing sin. We’re empowered 

by the Holy Spirit to begin choosing what is good and right. 
3. Future: In Jesus, we are promised future glory with Him.  

 
We’ve worked through our past sanctification this week in our study. Let’s look at what happens 
today. Why do I still struggle against sin?  Read Romans 7:15-20. 
What does Paul continue to do against his very desires?  
What continues to dwell in our fleshy selves?  
 
We now, through the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, have a desire to please God, to live righteously - so 
that our actions match our ‘status,’ if you will. This is what the Bible refers to as “The New 
Covenant,” the principle that we don’t just have this external standard to follow, but that our 
hearts have been softened and remade through the Holy Spirit now in us to WANT to walk in 
God’s ways. How frustrating that we continue to sin in spite of our new, good desires. 
 
Read Romans 7:21-25. Don’t you just love the turn from the desperation of verse 24, “Who will 
rescue me?!” to verse 25, “Thanks be to God….Jesus!” We will still struggle as long as we walk this 
earth on this side of the grave or of Jesus’s glorious return. But the same grace that purchased our 
positional righteousness will be the grace that enables us to choose to follow Jesus more and 
more as our spirit is strengthened and we learn to battle our flesh through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit in us. We rest in His protection from punishment, and we hope in His bit-by-bit renewal of our 
character and walk. Grace upon grace! 
 
Where are you currently frustrated in your battle against sin?  
Where have you seen progress in your sanctification?  
 
Savor His Favor 
Read Romans 8:18-39. Drink deeply of the promise of new creation in and around you. Cling 
tightly to the promise of no separation from the love of Jesus. Walk victoriously knowing that your 
victory is sure. 
 
Write a verse or phrase from this passage that makes your spirit hope or sets you free in joy? 

 
 

Journal your thoughts, your joy, your thanks for the beauty of being “in Jesus.” 
 
 
 
 

In our hope of glory made certain in Jesus, 

 Tamara 
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