


Ph i li ppian s 2:12–1 8
12Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only 
as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure. 14Do all things without 
grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding 
fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I 
did not run in vain or labor in vain.



Ph i li ppian s 2:12–1 8
17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial 
offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you 
also should be glad and rejoice with me.



1. We m ust r eco m m it to wo r k at o u r 
r elati o nsh i ps (2:12–13)
12Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only 
as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure.



1. We m ust r eco m m it to wo r k at o u r 
r elati o nsh i ps (2:12–13)12Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only 
as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure.



2. We m ust cru ci fy o u r d i vi si ve attitu d es (2:14)
14Do all things without grumbling or disputing…







2. We m ust cru ci fy o u r d i vi si ve attitu d es (2:14)

1 Peter 4:9

Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.
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Effects of Constant Conflict
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2. We m ust cru ci fy o u r d i vi si ve attitu d es (2:14)

Effects of Constant Conflict

• We poison our own hearts.
• We contradict our own message.

• We distract from our own mission.
• We discourage our own teammates.



2. We m ust cru ci fy o u r d i vi si ve attitu d es (2:14)

Matthew 6:14–15

14 “For if you forgive others their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 

15 but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”







3. We m ust r en ew o u r co ntrast with th e 
cu ltu r e (2:15)
15 that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without 
blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom 
you shine as lights in the world…



3. We m ust r en ew o u r co ntrast with th e 
cu ltu r e (2:15)

Matthew 10:16

“I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves,
so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.”





3. We m ust r en ew o u r co ntrast with th e 
cu ltu r e (2:15)

Deuteronomy 31:21

“And when many evils and troubles have come upon them, 
this song shall confront them as a witness.”



3. We m ust r en ew o u r co ntrast with th e 
cu ltu r e (2:15)

DEUTERONOMY 32:4–5
The Rock, his work is blameless… 
they are no longer his children because they are blemished; 
they are a crooked and twisted generation.

PHILIPPIANS 2:15
that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish
in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation…



3. We m ust r en ew o u r co ntrast with th e 
cu ltu r e (2:15)

1 Corinthians 10:6, 9–12

6Now these things took place as examples for us… 9We must not put 
Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by 
serpents, 10 nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by 
the Destroyer. 11Now these things happened to them as an example, 
but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the 
ages has come. 12Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take 
heed lest he fall.



4. We m ust r e-center Ch r i st i n o u r Co n vi cti o n s 
(2:1 6)
16 holding fast to the word of life…



4. We m ust r e-center Ch r i st i n o u r Co n vi cti o n s 
(2:1 6)

Romans 1:16

I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 



4. We m ust r e-center Ch r i st i n o u r Co n vi cti o n s 
(2:1 6)

“The light of Christian character is an uninterpreted parable if we do 
not speak about Christ. Equally, speaking about Christ is futile if our 
lives do not back up what we say.”

— Alec Motyer



5. W e m ust r ed iscov er o u r j oy i n serv i n g G o d 
to g eth er (2:1 6–1 8)
16 …so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain 
or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon 
the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 
18 Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.



FIVE STRATEGIC STEPS TO RESTORING 
THE CHURCH’S UNITY AND CREDIBILITY

1. We must recommit to work at our relationships (2:12–13)

2. We must crucify our divisive attitudes (2:14)

3. We must renew our contrast with the culture (2:15)
4. We must re-center Christ in our convictions (2:16)

5. We must rediscover our joy in serving God together (2:16–18)




