
WEEK 15 | 2 TIMOTHY SEEING JESUS AS OUR 
ENDURANCE 

LISTENING GUIDE  
 

    Introduction 

   
 

I. SUMMARY OF 2nd TIMOTHY 
 
A. Paul & Timothy’s Relationship 

 
 
 

B. Political Situation 
 
 
 
 
 

II. SEEING JESUS AS OUR ENDURANCE  (2 Timothy 1:8-14) 
 
A. Don’t be ashamed; share in the sufferings. 

 
 
 
 

B. Purposes & Outcomes of Suffering 
 
1. Suffering brings glory to God. I Peter 4:16 

 
2. Suffering is a normal part of the Christian experience. Phil. 1:29 

 
3. Suffering produces growth in us. Romans 5:3 

 
4. Suffering is a temporary condition of this life.  Rom. 8:18 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

C. Means & reasons for our salvation 
 
 
 
 
D. Out of death comes life 
 
 
 
 
E. Guard what has been entrusted to you 
 

 
 
 
III. WALKING IN HIS WAYS 

  
1. Don’t be ashamed 

 
 

2. Follow pattern of sound words 
 

 
3. Entrust the message as you pass it on 
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WEEK 15 | 2 Timothy SEEING JESUS AS OUR 
ENDURANCE 

 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

 
1. What stood out to you most from this week’s homework or teaching? 

 
 
 

2. What comparisons do you see between the time Paul lived in how believers were treated 
and how believers are treated today? 

 
 

3. Describe a time when you felt ashamed or embarrassed to share your faith or stand by 
your beliefs?  

 
 
 

4. Describe an example you have seen personally of someone who is a faithful and bold 
witness or who has endured to run the race well? 
 
 
 

5. Describe what you are doing or plan to do to ‘pass the baton’ of the gospel to the next 
generation? 
 
 
 

6. Which of the four purposes & outcomes of suffering is meaningful for you and why? 
 
 

 
7. When are you most tempted to be drawn away and enticed by ‘meaningless myths and 

arguments’ rather than sound teaching? Describe how you follow the patterns of sound 
words? 
 
 
 
 



 

Prayers & Praise 
Use this space to keep track of ways to pray for your sisters from small group and to praise God 
for His answers. 
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DAY 1:  In Harmony with Truth 
 
Dear Sister – 
 
As I sit at my kitchen island with my laptop, I can hear lovely music winding through my home 
from an upstairs bedroom. My younger daughter, Bianca, is preparing for music auditions for the 
college program on which she’s set her heart. Perhaps someday we’ll watch a movie with some 
of her scoring behind it. As she has grown in her understanding and love for music, we have 
frequent discussions of chords and harmonies and intervals. Music is a great delight. The science 
of frequencies that correspond to one another to create harmony in thirds, tension in sevenths, 
and resolution in fifths is one of the great sources of beauty God has woven into creation for our 
discovery and enjoyment.  
 
When it comes to music, what song or artist or genre of music is your idea of harmony or peace? 

 
 
In his letter to Titus, Paul sets the theme for the entire letter in his initial statement of greeting. This 
greeting is one of the longest greeting statements he makes in any of his letters. Read Titus 1:1-4.  
In verse 2, Paul points out that our knowledge of the truth and our godliness are related. What 
word does he use to tie the two together? Knowing the truth with godliness.  
 
In other words, knowing the truth and living it out harmonize together; in a musical metaphor, 
they make a pleasant chord; they ‘accord.’    
 
The theme of Titus is order in God’s household. Titus is called to set the tone and structure for the 
local church in Crete so that their doctrine – their knowledge of truth – is lined up harmoniously 
with their lived-out behavior.  
 
What do you think is the most common complaint people have about churches? 

What do you think is the root cause of hypocrisy in a church? 

By our distaste for hypocrisy, what are we really saying that we long for? 

When what we know ceases to impact how we live, our lives are discordant, unharmonious, and 
unpleasant to those around us. But all of us live that way at some point; and all of us lived in  
disharmony with our holy God and with the world around us. This is why Jesus came to redeem 
us. Read Titus 2:11-14, our key passage for seeing Jesus as our Redeemer. 
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What has Jesus come to redeem us from (2:14)?
As He redeems us, He purifies us as His own special people who are eager for what? 

 
Consistent with all of the gospel, our good works are a result of our redemption, not the cause of 
it. Being Jesus’s own special people, redeemed, we are not just obedient but ‘zealous’ to do 
good things in His Kingdom! 
 
Do you see the connection here between the truth of the gospel, the redemption from 
lawlessness, chaos, and disorder and becoming a people beautifully harmonious in how we live 
out our redemption in our daily lives? 
 
Let’s take a moment to see what we can learn about Titus. 
What does Paul call Titus in Titus 1:4?  
Titus is never mentioned in Acts, but some scholars believe because of Paul referencing ‘our 
common faith’ in verse 4, Titus may have been one of the new converts Paul discipled from his 
home region of Syrian Antioch.  
 
Read Galatians 2:1-3. What do we learn about Titus’s ethnicity?  
What did Paul not make Titus do?  
 
Paul took Titus with him to the Council in Jerusalem ‘where he became a test case on the matter 
of Gentiles and liberty from the Law.’1 When Paul, years later, set out on his 2nd missionary journey, 
Titus must have gone with him as his name appears in letters written by Paul during that time.  
 
Where did Paul leave Titus (Tit 1:5)?

Having been with Paul during his final Roman imprisonment, Titus left to go to Dalmatia (2 Tim 
4:10), possibly on a gospel mission assignment.  
What does Paul call Titus in 2 Cor 2:13? 
And in 2 Cor 8:23? 
What do we learn about his character & conduct in 2 Cor 7:13-15, 8:16-17?  

 
We’ll see this little gem of a letter is wonderfully themed and tied together to connect our heads, 
hearts, and hands in the local church. A good working outline for the book of Titus is shown 
below. 
 

Chapter Theme of Order Topic 
1:1-1:9 Organize the Church Appointing Qualified Leadership 
1:10-16 Rebuke False Teachers Dealing Firmly with Disrupters 
2 Speak Sound Doctrine The Household of Faith Working Together 
3 Practice Sound Doctrine Maintaining Good Works 

 
If you are a follower of Jesus, what is one area of integrity (walk matching talk) in which you’ve 
seen personal growth since coming to follow Him?
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DAY 2 – Setting Things Right 
 
This week, my household has been occupied with orthopedics. My oldest daughter, Chloe, had a 
run-in with her skateboard and some concrete, crushing her elbow. We are blessed to have an 
excellent orthopedic surgeon available and will be spending some time in surgery and therapy as 
he works to straighten out all that is out of place and broken. When the bones in an arm, leg, or 
hand are misaligned, a good orthopedic surgeon sets things right, lining them up properly so that 
future growth can happen in the best possible way.  
 
Read Titus 1:5. What is the purpose for which Paul left Titus on Crete?  

 
 
The Greek word for ‘to set in order’ is epidiorthoo. Do you hear the ‘ortho’ root, as in orthopedics, 
orthotics, or orthodontist? Titus has been called to set the church in order so that healthy growth 
may occur from that point forward.  
 
Where did these local Cretan believers learn about Christ? Take a look at the people who were in 
Jerusalem and witnessed the events of Pentecost in Acts 2:11. What relevant data point do you 
see there?  
We could assume that some of these Cretans put their faith in the risen, reigning Lord Jesus that 
day and returned to Crete to begin a small gathering of believers there. 
 
Read Titus 1:5-9. The first place Titus is to begin setting things in order is in the leadership of the 
church, the elders. Why do you suppose Titus is to begin his ‘setting in order’ campaign with 
assigning qualified elders?  

 
 
If integrity – a life that lines up with truth – is important for followers of Christ, it would be especially 
important for their leaders. A healthy church must have healthy leaders who are able to teach 
sound doctrine in order to grow strong.  
 
List some qualities from verses 6-8 that church leaders are NOT to have?  

 
List some qualities that these leaders ARE to have?  

 
 
If church elders are setting the pattern for the rest of the church to align to, what can you 
conclude about the relevance of this list of character & behavior qualities for the regular 
members of a local church?  

 
 
Which of these qualities have you seen the Holy Spirit grow in you?  

 
Pick a quality in which you struggle and ask the Holy Spirit to increase your growth in that area 
(you can note it here).  
 
The little word ‘for’ in verse 10 tells us why it is so important to have strong leaders. What do you  
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see was the problem – the ‘injury’ in our orthopedic metaphor – in this particular church that 
needed to be set straight, in order? The root of it is spelled out in verse 11.  

If the disruptive behavior is teaching what is false, what was the heart attitude of these people in 
verse 10?  
 
Insubordination – or bucking against authority – is a difficult problem for our culture to couch into 
a local church setting. We often choose (and leave) churches based on our preferences and 
convenience. Considering ourselves under authority of pastors and elders is part of our covenant 
relationship with our local body of believers. As with other authority structures in God’s economy, 
even though our spiritual leaders are fallen humans redeemed by grace, we experience 
protection and provision as we align ourselves appropriately. Following well is an exercise in faith 
in God. 
 
Give an example of when it feels hard to think of submitting to church leaders as those having 
spiritual authority over you?  

 
What blessings have you experienced through the relationship you have with your church 
leadership?  

 
What outcome is shown in verse 11 from this false teaching?  

 
It’s very likely that these particular false teachers are urging believers to be circumcised (v 10) or 
adhere to some other sort of Jewish traditions with special diets or other outward practices (v14-
15). Paul doesn’t beat around the bush: what strong action is Titus to take (v 11 and 13)? 

 
Verses 12 and 13 give me a little chuckle. Paul is talking about the people of Crete. What did a 
local poet say about his own people (v 12)?  

And then Paul--in true Pauline fashion—agrees! What does Paul claim in 1 Timothy 1:9-10 and 15-
16?  

 
The truth about all of us is much worse than we’d like to admit. And the same with these mouthy, 
deceitful Cretan teachers: we all need an occasional rebuke to shake us up about our sin. What 
goal does Paul have for them once they are rebuked (see the end of Titus 1:13)?  

 
Copy the hard truth of Titus 1:16 here.  

 
 

 
Here we come full circle to the theme of the book of Titus: the harmony of doctrine and living 
that align. In verse 16 we see the opposite: the detestable hypocrisy of a creed that is 
contradicted by the life being lived. By setting things in order, Titus will set up a pattern for  
  healthy integrity. Let’s ask God to give us lives that reflect good harmony in living 
  with integrity as well. 

Week 16 Homework  | Fresh Love  |  © Tamara S Gordon  |  2021 Page 4 



Week 16 Homework  | Fresh Love  |  © Tamara S Gordon  |  2021 

DAY 3 – The Family Album 
 
A couple of years ago I began making a scrapbook photo album focused on our family tree. I 
imagine each page filled with the story and several specially selected and preserved photos of 
each parent, grand parent, and great grandparent for my children and their children to enjoy 
and learn from for years to come. The process of gathering stories from my parents and 
grandparents has been the greatest fun and has produced the richest treasures. Families are the 
specially building blocks of our world. We have unique and consistent traits and histories. We work 
together in unique ways. 
 
Paul didn’t view churches as gatherings of individuals as much as he saw them as families; a unity 
of people brought by grace into God’s family who much grow and live and love and forgive and 
function well together. By setting the leadership of a church well (in Titus 1), the naturally flowing 
from there is the rest of the family tree growing and propelling forward those harmonious traits of 
truth and goodness through the old and young, male and female, servant and employer. Titus 
chapter 2 is like the family album of the healthy church. Read Titus 2:1-10. 
 
We begin with a pithy little bridge in verse 1. What is Titus as a leader in this church to teach? 

There’s our musical word again: what accords with sound (or healthy) doctrine. As Titus helps this 
church know how to grow and apply the truth of Scripture to their lives, the ‘how’ needs to be 
harmonious with the ‘what’. From here, Paul outlines the various family roles and key areas of 
godly behavior on which to focus for each. This is great, practical work for each of us to hear from 
God’s heart how He wants us to live and interact in His Body the church. 
 
Older men are to be (v 2)?  

 
 
And older women (v 3-4a)?  

 
Do you notice the ‘likewise’ in verse 3? None of the characteristics and behaviors are really 
exclusive to only the group. But perhaps there are some things that one age or sex is more likely to 
need to shore up than another. 
 
Titus 2 is well-known for its more extensive encouragement of older women training younger 
women.  
 
Younger women (v 4-5) are to be?  

 
 

 
Go back and circle something from your ‘family role’ that you would ask the Holy Spirit to help you 
develop in your character. Underline things that you have questions about and remember to ask 
about them when you get together with your small group. 
 
Have you ever had an older woman invest in your spiritual growth? Describe that here and thank 
God for her!  
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Have you ever invested time in a younger woman? Describe that here and thank God for her as 
well!  

 
 

These relationships can be life-changing, affirming, and a great source of comfort and joy. They 
can also be hard and challenging and even frustrating at times. As we work to bump the rough 
edges off of one another, we step on toes, need forgiveness, discover our own inadequacies, and 
stumble through the lifelong process of learning to communicate well. We need each other, and 
mostly we need to Holy Spirit to lead us into unity.  
 
All believers should be involved in intentional discipling relationships. As a first step, this week begin 
building some relationships by looking outside of your comfortable known group of friends to seek 
out friendly conversation with someone older or younger than you. Be willing to be in a small group 
that isn’t just composed of your age group. And don’t give up if these relationships take time.  
 
Back to our family album.  
Younger men are to be (v6-8)?  

 
 

Notice that Paul merges the instructions for younger men into a direct counsel to Titus as he is one 
of the younger men. 
 
Bondservants are to be (v 9-10)?  

 
 

What exactly is a bondservant? The Greek word here is doulos, which basically means one who 
serves. In Roman times, slaves weren’t commonly kidnapped and forced into servitude (although 
that did happen with various conquered people). Mostly slaves put themselves into servitude to 
pay off a debt (or a bond). Don’t get hung up on whether Paul was saying that slavery was okay 
(other things in the Bible tell us it’s not); Paul is addressing real people in their real life situations. 
 
Instead go back and look at that list as how a believing employee should behave in his or her job 
and toward his or her employer.  Circle some characteristics you would like the Holy Spirit to 
develop in you in your employment or volunteer roles. 
 
What does good faith in our relationships do for the doctrine of God our Savior?  

 
I love the consistency of Paul’s theme:  our faithful behavior ‘adorns’ – or decorates – the truth of 
our doctrine. We bring harmoniously beauty into our lives as we let the Holy Spirit guide our 
behavior to match the truth of the gospel. 
 
I want to encourage you to end your time today thinking with gratitude through the beautiful 
‘family album’ of your local church. What leaders have been helpful and influential to you? What 
older faces do you envision who have left love and beauty and truth in your life? What friends 
bring a smile to your heart? What faces remind you that God is still working on you both? What 
younger people amaze you with their energy and passion and fresh insight? How beautiful is the 
Body of Christ! 
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DAY 4 – Harmonious Gospel  
 
We ended yesterday with a look at family relationships and behavior that would ‘adorn’ the 
doctrine we profess. We’ll begin today with a short yet beautiful synopsis of that very doctrine. 
Titus 2:11-14 is one of two beautiful gospel summaries in the book of Titus – which makes sense 
when Paul is encouraging the teaching of ‘sound doctrine’ and lives that reflect its beauty. 
 
Read Titus 2:11-14 now. We’ll spend focused time on this passage in our teaching session, but it’s 
too important and beautiful to entire bypass today! 
 
According to verse 11, what has appeared?  
The way this is worded is a common Biblical phrasing for describing the ‘appearing of Christ’ – 
whether His breaking into history in the Incarnation or His future glorious appearing on the Day of 
the Lord.  When we see that the grace of God has appeared it’s as if we’re saying God’s grace 
has a human face, and it’s Jesus!  
 
We see two bookends in this list of what grace has come to do in us. Grace teaches us to 
renounce what (v 12) and it redeems us from what (v 14)? 
  
 
Godlessness and lawlessness are pretty much that same thing as disorder, chaos, and rebellion.  
Jesus in His grace came to pluck us out of our disharmony and rebellion to purify us for what (v 
14)?  
 
First off, that’s just amazing that He would want to make such messed up sinners ‘a people for His 
own possession.’ Marvel at that for a minute with me! 
 
And secondly, let the continued melody line of Titus show you the harmonious redemption Jesus 
came to work in your life personally, bringing order and health where there was none before. 
 
Name one thing that Jesus has redeemed in your life – something that He took from its marred 
and chaotic state and transformed into something of great value, order, or beauty.  

Paul ends this gospel segment with a bookend back to the family album. How does Paul want 
Titus to present these instructions on how the family of God is to operate together (v 15)?  

 
How seriously are you taking these instructions for your own place in the local church family? If 
you’re like me, there’s probably some sense of conviction you have over something from that list 
from yesterday. Confess and ask for the Spirit’s power in you. 
 
Titus chapter 3 launches from the final verse of chapter 2 with more explicit instruction on what 
good behavior that adorns the gospel truly looks like.  Read all of Titus 3. 
 
Paul begins this chapter with a list of things that are the harmonious life and a contrast to what life 
was like before for all of us. On the next page, fill in the ‘before and after’ picture from verses 1-3 
of the life that has been transformed by the gospel. (Remember that we are obedient because 
we are transformed by grace, not transformed by grace because we obeyed).   
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LIFE BEFORE THE GOSPEL (TITUS 3:3) TRANSFORMED LIFE (TITUS 3:1-2) 
  

 
Just as the most wonderful story of life transformation begins with the ‘before and after’ and 
centers on the beauty of the gospel, Paul gives a second gospel summary in Titus 3:4-7.  
Based on those verses, fill in the pattern with me here. I’ve tried to reword it so that we hear what 
these verses are saying (and you may hear some other familiar verses echoed as well). 
 

1. God’s and appeared in the 
Jesus (similar to God’s grace appearing in chapter 2!) 

2. Jesus saved us not by  
But according to his  (because our deeds were chaotic 
and rebellious and deserved wrathful punishment).  

3. When Jesus generously poured the Holy Spirit on us, we were washed in a way that 
regenerates us (like being born again) and re- us. 

4. When God graciously justified us – giving us the righteousness of Jesus and taking away the 
great debt of sin we owed – he made us His according to the hope we 
have for eternal life. 
 

If someone has believed in this good news from God, what should she be careful to devote herself 
to do (v 8)? Similarly
Ephesians 2:8-10 tells us that our salvation should result in good works that were created for us to 
do. That’s exciting and meaningful for our lives! 
 
Look at verses 9-11. What types of things should we avoid if we wish to live harmonious lives in 
keeping with the gospel? 
What can you identify in your life that falls into these categories (think blogs, social media, news  

media, books, conversations)? Commit now to focusing on God’s truth in His Word 
rather than these time-wasters. Think: harmonious truth and living.
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DAY 5 – Redemption 
 
Our focus in the book of Titus has been on the harmony between what we say we believe and 
how we live. We are also focused on the portrait of Jesus as our Redeemer, specifically as seen 
in the last half of Titus chapter 2. In redeeming us, Jesus takes our lives which we had turned into 
messes and makes them beautiful.  I invite you today to take some time to write down the story 
of your redemptive encounter with Jesus (either here or type it on your computer). When you’re 
finished, please share it with your discussion leader, a friend, a family member, or someone who 
does not yet know Jesus. Everyone loves a story. And any story written by God in your life is a 
beautiful one worth sharing! 
 
Some things to think about to help organize your story: 

• What was your life like before you trusted Jesus and began walking with Him?  
• What ‘mediators’ did He use to draw you to Him?  
• How do you explain the gospel in your own words?  
• How did your life change in the immediate aftermath of meeting Jesus? 
• How has it changed longer term? 
• What is Jesus doing in your life now? 

 
If you don’t have a story of Jesus redeeming your life, talk to a more mature woman at your 
church or a pastor. God has a big story for your life ahead! 
 
In the joy and gratitude that Jesus redeemed me (and is still doing so),

Tamara  
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