
WEEK 13 |  
1&2 THESSALONIANS 

SEEING JESUS AS OUR HOPE 

LISTENING GUIDE  
 

    Introduction: Faith, Hope & Love 

 
I. Summary of 1&2 Thessalonians 

 
A. The Thessalonian Church’s Story 

 
 
 
 

B. The Day of the Lord 
 
 
 
 

II. SEEING JESUS AS OUR HOPE (2 Thes 1:3-12) 
 
A. Jesus is our Hope for Meaning in Suffering (v. 3-5) 

 
 
 
 

B. Jesus is our hope for Justice & Relief (v. 6-8) 
 
 
 
 
 

C. Jesus is our hope for Future Glory (v. 9-10) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 



 

 
 
D.   Jesus is our hope for Glory Today (v 11-12)  
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
III. WALKING IN HIS WAYS (2 Thes 2:3-6; 3:9-13) 

  
 

1. Be encouraged (2 Thes 2:3-4) 
 
 
 

2. Stand Firm (2 Thes 2:5-6) 
 
 
 
 

3. Get to work! (2 Thes 3:9-13) 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion:  
 

Faith 
 
Hope 
 
Love 
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WEEK 13 |  
1&2 THESSALONIANS SEEING JESUS AS OUR HOPE 

 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

 
1. What stood out to you most from this week’s homework or teaching video? 

 
 
 
 

2. Discuss why people feel ambivalent or uncomfortable about justice and vengeance. What 
kind of things make you long for justice? 

 
 
 

 
3. Describe a time when you suffered in some way. What meaning, if any, were you able to 

find in your suffering to pull you through?  
 
 
 

4. What is your reaction to discussing the ‘end of the world’ or prophesies around the coming 
of Jesus and why? 

 
 
 

 
5. When it comes to work, do you lean more toward making work an idol or being idle? How 

are you encouraged to adjust work and/or service to its proper place? 
 
 
 
 

6. In what area do you find yourself needing hope? How can Jesus be the source of hope for 
you in that situation? 
 
 
 

7. What was most encouraging to you from this lesson? 
 

 
 

 



 

Prayers & Praise 
Use this space to keep track of ways to pray for your sisters from small group and to praise God 
for His answers. 
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DAY 1:  Truth-centered Leadership 
 
Dear Sister – 
 
Building a house is a very emotional process for most people. Owning a residential construction 
business, my husband and I have learned to truly appreciate a good mediator for those handful 
of instances with particularly heightened tensions. With a technique of keeping the parties 
separated from one another in different rooms, legal counsel with each, and a well-trained 
discerning mediator moving back and forth to question, listen, translate, creatively offer solutions, 
and most of all buffer emotions, a workable outcome for everyone is much more likely. 
 
When have you been relieved to have a mediator speak on your behalf – whether a friend, a 
parent, a work colleague or a professional mediator – to smooth ruffled feathers and reach a 
solution?  

 
Describe a time when you wished you had a buffer between you and an uncomfortable or 
difficult situation or person. 

 
The first of what are considered to be the “Pastoral Epistles” which include first and second 
Timothy and Titus, First Timothy is the first of two letters from the apostle Paul to his young assistant 
and protege Timothy. These letters contain essential instruction for the life and health of a local 
church. Tucked into 1 Timothy is a beautiful description of Jesus as the Mediator between us and 
God. We want to focus on that concept this week while also taking a look at how this picture of 
Christ fits into the letter’s overall theme of church leadership and order.  
 
Instructions to a Young Pastor 
Read Acts 16:1-5 to see how Paul and Timothy’s relationship began. What do you note about 
Timothy’s family heritage and spiritual heritage (v 1)? 

What was Timothy’s reputation among the local churches (v 2)? 
What bold move tells you that Timothy was dedicated to follow Paul’s leadership (v 3)?

What did Paul send Timothy to accomplish among the young believers at Thessalonica (see 1 Thes 
3:2-3)?  
What can we guess about Paul’s relationship to Timothy based on the way Paul addresses him in 1 
Timothy 1:2?  
Where can we assume Timothy is working as an interim-pastor when Paul wrote this letter to him  
 (1 Tim 1:3-4)?  
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Most commentators agree that Paul’s instructions in this letter were based on Timothy’s oversight 
of the church at Ephesus, and problems that church was experiencing. The problems at Ephesus, 
however, were problems that are experienced in churches in all times and places. We have 
much to learn from Paul’s instructions on these matters. 
 
Let’s zoom our lens out for a moment and read that entire opening passage of 1 Tim 1:1-7. 
What type of problem does Timothy need to confront in his leadership role in this church? 

 
 
Paul is concerned that false teachers are trying to worm their way into the church. People who 
‘want to be teachers’ are teaching doctrines that are useless and contrary to the gospel. We’ll 
see that there are several other dangers and important topics Paul wants Timothy to address in 
his church in order for it to grow in a healthy and God-pleasing way. 
 
What word is repeated in verses 3 and 5? 
The word ‘charge’ (or ‘command’) is repeated 7 times in this book. In fact, one way to look at 
this letter is to organize it by five ‘Charges’ Paul gives to Timothy.1 
 
Chapter Topic Charge to Timothy 
1 Dangers of False Doctrine ‘Wage the Good Warfare’ 
2-3 Directions for Public Worship ‘Conduct Yourself in the House of God 
4 Defense against False Teachers ‘Do Not Neglect the Gift’ 
5 Duties toward Others in Church Discipline ‘Observe These Things without Prejudice’ 
6 Dealings with Wealth: Pastoral 

Motivations 
‘Guard What Was Entrusted’ 

 
Entrusting Truth 
To find the very central point of this letter, let’s jump forward to 1 Tim 3:14-16 and read it. 
Why is Paul writing? What does he want Timothy to know more than anything from this letter (v 
15)?   
What three titles or descriptions does Paul give for the Church (v 15)? 

Paul wants to emphasize that the Church, above all other things, is the ‘pillar and buttress of 
truth.’ Can you see the risk if false teaching gets its fingers into the edges of the Church? 
 
Paul then does something interesting in verse 16. He lays out a little 6-line Poem/Confession 
which he labels ‘the mystery of godliness.’ Do you recall the biblical use of the word ‘mystery’? It 
is something that was hidden that is now revealed. Paul uses the word ‘godliness’ not to mean 
‘goodliness’ (as we think of being religious) but as in our relationship to God. Those who are 
godly are in good relationship with Him. Paul gives to Timothy a Creed as a reminder of the 
central truth of the Gospel, the heart of the church. What we believe to be true will inform how 
we live.  Write it below. 
1. His Incarnation 
2. The triumph of His resurrection 
3.  At His birth, death, resurrection, ascension 
4. Pentecost & after 

5. Pentecost & after 
6. The Ascension 

7.  
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1This study relies on information from the book Talk thru the Bible by Bruce Wilkinson and Kenneth Boa, Thomas Nelson Publishing, 2002. 
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DAY 2 – Two Charges (1 Tim 1-3) 
 
For these next two days, we’ll summarize the overall letter (or ‘epistle’) of 1 Timothy using the 5 
main ‘charges’ as our jumping-in points. Then we’ll tackle some specific topics that might be 
tricky. And finally, we’ll circle back to our key portrait of Jesus as our Mediator especially seen in 
light of other related passage of Scripture. 
 
Charge #1 Related to False Teaching: ‘Wage the Good Warfare’ 
Yesterday, we saw that false teachers were causing trouble for the church at Ephesus. 
Look again at 1 Tim 1:3-7.  
What were they teaching (v 3)?  
What do they focus on (v 4)?  
What results from swerving from the gospel’s truth (v 6)?  
How are these people’s motivations out of line with their qualifications (v 7)?  

Compare James 3:1. What should make us think soberly about seeking to teach?  

 
Even typing that gives me a lump in my throat. Have you ever known someone who was 
clamoring to teach a Bible study or a class at church? There is joy and fruitfulness in serving within 
your gifting to build up the Body of Christ, for sure. But there is a ‘thing’ about being given the 
center-stage, the microphone, the authority of teaching that can drag out the worst of our self-
centeredness. Those who pursue teaching without truly understanding (both in head and heart) 
the gospel are a particular danger. 
 
I recall thinking I was ready to teach others when I was in my early thirties. I had a share of 
knowledge about the Bible, but I had very few years of walking with the Lord and even fewer of 
loving Him. In God’s mercy, I never volunteered, and no one asked. As God used some seriously 
hard years to knock some of the wind out of my over-puffed sails (and refill them with His grace), I 
found myself preferring to serve in other behind-the-scenes ways. Even now, I teach because 
opportunities – and sometimes necessity – have pursued me. Self-promotion is an insidious sin, a 
shadow that follows closely at my heels. 
 
Knowing that Paul saw the central importance of his letter to make sure that Timothy knew how 
people ought to behave in the household of God, and that this behavior was based on what 
they believed to be true (remember our study yesterday in 1 Tim 3:14-16), why would these false 
teachers be such a concern?  

 
If our behavior fallows our doctrine – our understanding of truth – false teaching would lead to all 
kinds of things that would be harmful to God’s family and detrimental to the witness of this church 
to the community surrounding it.  
  
What type of doctrine in particular did these false teachers focus on (v 7&8)?  
It seemed that the biggest enemy of the gospel was the tendency to want to rely on the law – on 
following a list of rules – to gain favor with God. Whether paganism that insists a god is obligated 
to grant favor if a certain ritual or offering is made, or Jewish legalism that seeks moral perfection 
to please God, law-following will never solve our problems because we just can’t be THAT good.  
   And God is too good to be that unjust. 
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The purpose of the Law is to expose the bankruptcy of the true human condition. Paul uses his 
own story as an example of how the Law only showed Paul himself to be corrupt. 
 
Read 1 Tim 1:8-17.  What did Paul receive in spite of his sin (v 13)?  
The gospel is contrasted here. The law shows our sin, and God’s grace and mercy overflow to 
produce faith that saves us from the law’s penalty.  
 
Write 1 Tim 1:15 here.  

 
 

 
With what response does Paul’s heart overflow as he reflects on the gospel’s work in his life (v17)? 

 
What charge does Paul give Timothy in response to false teachers (v 18)?  

 
 
Charge #2 Related to Order: ‘Conduct Yourself in the Household of God’ 
The next ‘charge’ has 3 (or 4) main components that are all related to conduct in the household 
of God (from 1 Tim 3:14-15 which ends this section). That these are about conduct within the 
church, and particularly within the public worship of the church, is an important thing to consider 
as we will wade into some areas that are quite ‘sticky’ in our current cultural climate.   We’ll just 
highlight them today and will return to a couple of the tricky parts on Day 4. 
 
Read all of 1 Timothy 2. Please try not to get stuck on the parts about women just yet. Let’s try our 
best to catch the main point, and let the main point be the main point.  
 
What is the main point of this chapter, the main thing Paul wants to encourage men to do 
regarding public worship in the church? See 2:1-3 and 2:8.  

 
(I know, I know: there are lots of distracting things about women! We’ll come to that on Day 4). 
 
Read all of 1 Timothy 3.  
What is the topic of 3:1-7? 
What is the topic of 3:8-13? 
How do these qualifications differ from the types of things that would qualify someone for a job in 
the business world?  
If you said these roles rely on character rather than skills and worldly signs of success, you’re right 
(although I do believe that in the long game, character is what creates good leaders regardless 
of the arena). 
 
Why do you think James warns about desiring to be teachers, while Paul commends those who 
desire to be overseers and elders?  

 
Verses 5 and 13 give us the key. These roles must ‘care for’ the church and ‘serve’ the church. 
These leaders are sacrificial servants following in the steps of Jesus who came not to be served  
but to serve and give His life for many. 
  Thank God for your church and pray for your pastors, elders, and leaders now. 
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DAY 3 – 3 Charges (1 Timothy 4-6) 
 
The center of Paul’s letter is the importance of the truth of Christian doctrine and how it impacts 
our conduct within the household of God. Yesterday, our focus was on false teachers who 
promote themselves without comprehension of truth, and on the character that qualifies church 
leaders to serve and care for the household of God. Today we’ll cover a lot of territory including 
examples of false doctrine, instructions for treating various people groups well in God’s family, and 
a warning against prosperity gospel. All of these topics still are focused on behaving the way 
God’s family should if our behavior is reflecting the truth of the gospel. Let’s dig in! 
 
Charge #3 In Regard to Teaching: ‘Do Not Neglect Your Gift’ 
Begin by reading Ephesians 4:11-14. What does Ephesians say the purpose of the gift of church 
leadership (pastors, shepherds, elders, teachers) is for God’s household?

 
 

Keeping in mind that the gifts of teaching and leading are for the building up and maturing of the 
body of Christ so that it isn’t swayed by all kinds of falsehoods, read 1 Timothy 4:1-5. 
 
What are some people devoting themselves to when they follow false doctrines that will pull them 
away from true Christianity (v 1)?  
Yikes! That should scare us a bit that there are good-sounding ideas that might actually have 
demonic sources behind them, but it shouldn’t surprise us. Satan is called ‘the father of lies’ and a 
‘lion seeking whom he may devour.’ 
 
What specific examples of demonic teaching are seen in verse 3?

 
Have you ever bought into an idea that forbid of a food entirely or even a food group? Explain. 

 
Based on what you understand of God’s Word and the gospel, what are your thoughts on when it 
would be good and necessary to give up a food; and when it would become wrong?

 
Similarly, Paul actually encourages celibacy for those who are called to singleness, and marriage 
for those who are called to marry. How do you think forbidding marriage becomes a false 
doctrine?

 
How are we to receive all things that God created to be good (v 4)? 
 
Now read 1 Tim 4:6-16 for Paul’s solution for combatting false teaching in the church.

 
 
List the things/topics Paul encourages Timothy to do to as a leader to build up his church: 
4:6 & 11  
4:7 & 8   
4:12 & 15 
4:13  
4:16  
 

Finally, Paul encourages Timothy in 4:14 to not neglect his gift. In this verse, 
‘prophecies’ most likely refers to truth that was spoken about Timothy’s giftedness in  
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teaching and/or leading. If Timothy will engage with the spiritual gifts he has been given and use 
them to serve, God will use them to build up the church and strengthen it. 
 
What spiritual gift(s) have you been given and how are you using them to serve? If you aren’t sure, 
talk to a leader in your church to get ideas for discovering your gifts and how you might use them 
to build up your local church body.  

 
 

 
Charge #4 In Caring for People: ‘Observe These Things without Prejudice’ 
Read 1 Tim 5:1-6:2 and 6:17-19 and fill out this chart on instructions for caring for various people 
within the church body. Circle or underline things that pertain to your life & relationships. 
Verse(s) Person/Group Instructions on how to care for or treat them 
5:1 Older men and younger men 

who need directing/correcting 
 

5:2 Older women and younger 
women who need 
directing/correcting 

 

5:3, 9-10 Widows who have no one, 
especially over 60 who have 
served faithfully 

 

5:4 Widows who have children or 
grandchildren 

 

5:11-14 Younger widows (regarding 
living from church 
benevolence programs) 

 

5:17-19 Church elders  

5:20 Church elders who chronically 
refuse to repent of sin 

 

6:1 Employers of believers who are 
employed as paid servants  

 

6:2 Believing employers of paid 
servants who are also believers 

 

6:17-19 Wealthy believers  

 
Charge #5 Related to Ministry: ‘Guard What Was Entrusted’ 
Read 6:3-10. Paul is specifically addressing teachers and pastors who hope to get rich through 
their leadership (especially rich from their many followers). Today we call this ‘prosperity gospel’, 
the idea that the gospel is some sort of tool for financial gain.  Sum up in your own words what is 
true of contentment v. chasing wealth in this passage. 

 
 

Read 6:11-16, 20-21 for Paul’s Closing words to Timothy. Note one exhortation or encouragement  
  that you will take to heart in your own life.
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DAY 4 – Tackling Some Tricky Spots  
 
Yesterday felt like a cram session trying to cover the many details Paul wanted Timothy to know 
about leading a church. Can you even imagine writing a manual for leading a church?! I am so 
glad that the Holy Spirit superintended Paul’s writing as an apostle so that we are able to know 
just what God wants us to know on this subject. I am even more thankful that what he wrote 
through the power of the Spirit is relevant and helpful in the 21st century.  
 
Which brings us to some of the tricky spots in Paul’s writing. I would love to press in to a few of 
them today –at least to the extent of giving you tools and a head-start to chew on the meat of 
God’s Word with a heart to obey what you understand. We won’t solve it all; and I won’t even tell 
you what I think all of this means in practical terms. But I think we can narrow things down to let 
the Holy Spirit guide us through the rest. 
 
That said, take a moment to look at 2 Peter 3:15-18.  Peter makes some commentary on the 
writings of Paul. What does Peter (moved by the same Holy Spirit) say about some of Paul’s 
teaching? 

 
What does Peter warn us to do so that we not get ‘carried away with the error of lawless people’ 
and become spiritually unstable?

 
That said, let’s let the Holy Spirit move us through questions, and let’s not assume that because 
something is difficult in our current cultural climate that it must not be God’s intention. 
 
Tricky Part 1: Men and Women Praying & Dressing for Church 
Some of us grew up as Women’s Lib was just ramping up. I grew up as it was well-embraced, but 
its leaders were still seen as radicals. My daughters are growing up in an environment where 
feminism feels like oxygen to them. So we come at these topic already feeling their ‘unfairness.’ 
 
Read 1 Tim 2:1. Write the main point of this chapter here:
Is it possible Paul means ‘men’ as in ‘mankind’ or ‘humankind’? What about the repeated 
instruction in 2:8-9 clarifies this? 

 
 
Paul nowhere says that only men should pray; or that women should not pray; or even that 
women should not pray in a public church setting. He does make a point to men that they 
specifically need to be praying, especially for local and global leaders, and that women should 
do what in the context of public worship (v 10-11)? 

 
Does this mean that men should dress immodestly? (Bear with me as I try to make a 
point). Is it possible that Paul is pointing out things to men or to women that tend to be 
weaknesses for each group in general? For instance: if you’ve ever been in a public prayer 
meeting, which sex tends to be most willing to pray aloud…generally?  
Which sex tends to be more about fashion, who has what jewelry, whose hair is super 
cute…generally?  
 
I realize that doesn’t address everything in this passage. But it’s a start. Let’s keep going.  
Let’s talk about women and church fashion. I love clothes and jewelry, shoes and purses, hair and 
   makeup. That’s just me. That’s certainly not all women. Nor is it necessarily a 
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godly characteristic…or an ungodly one. A love for beauty is from God; self-focus is not. 
 
What if the most recognizable, outstanding trait of a woman was her sense of style? Where could 
an emphasis on externals go wrong in a church? 

 
What instead does Paul say a woman should be known for (v 10)?  
Do you see any commands that women should look purposely frumpy, dowdy—or any other way 
that draws attention? Why do you think that is? 
 
Rather than being known as the young mom with the cute athletic style…or the woman who 
always wears heels…or the one with the gorgeous hair…wouldn’t it be better to be known as: 

Ø The good listener 
Ø The one who always serves children…or widows…or homeless 
Ø The one who looks for the new faces and makes them feel welcome 

You get Paul’s point, I think. I’m preaching to myself as much as to you. 
 
One further thought: Why do the older generations typically dress up for church? What is good 
about this practice?

 
Why do the younger generations today typically dress casually (even ripped jeans!) for church? 
What is good about this practice?

 
If you can’t answer the question above about the generations that you are not part of, find a sister 
in Christ from that generation and ask her, You’ll be surprised perhaps at the reasons – and at the 
good things about each. Pray that you will appreciate both. 
 
Tricky Part 2: Women Learning Quietly 
Read 2:11-15 (without coming unglued). Remind yourself what the context is: public worship. 
How are women to learn in a public worship service (v 11)? 
How does that imply men are to learn--if it implies anything at all? 
For the sake of argument, what would it be like if you learned ‘loudly’ or ‘dominantly’ in 
church?
I’d like to chalk this one down to learning in an undistracting manner. How would you rate the 
‘reasonableness’ of that idea?  
BUT why are men not instructed to do the same? What are your thoughts?

 
What does Paul not allow in public worship (v 12)? 

One might argue this was a cultural thing; or a problem at Ephesus only. To what does Paul point 
as his argument’s basis (v13-14)? 
He points to the created order that our good, loving God designed and established. I believe Paul 
is saying, ‘Don’t reverse an order that God wired into things.’   
A few questions to ponder:  Does this mean a woman may NEVER teach men? In what context(s) 
could she teach? Do you dislike this because it seems unfair? Are there other things that seem 
unfair that you have found are good from God’s hand? Do you really desire to preach…or just 
want the option open? (And with that, we’re out of time and paper for today – whew!) 
  What do you think is the MAIN point of 1 Timothy 2? 
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DAY 5 – Jesus, Our Blessed Mediator 
 
I totally ran out of room yesterday. And I don’t think we can address all of the questions and 
applications from 1 Timothy 2 for women and for those leading a church in a feminist era in a 
two-page study. Before we move on, I do believe that God’s instruction is truly good and 
reliable, and that Paul is authoritative in his writing…even when it’s tough (I think Peter agrees).  
 
If you wish to dig more on the topics related to feminism and the Church, I’d recommend 
resources by Mary Kassian https://www.marykassian.com as well as the in-depth study Five 
Aspects of Woman by Barbara Mouser   https://www.fiveaspects.com/bible-studies/five-aspects-
of-woman.  BridgePoint’s leadership holds to a complementarian view of women (as opposed to 
egalitarian); you can learn more about those views from the resources I mentioned above as 
well. 
 
My encouraging word to you--especially you, Young Woman--who wants to do powerful, 
impactful things in the Kingdom. Don’t be discouraged or give up over what feels unfair right 
now. Pray and search God’s Word to see what He would have you do next. Most likely it will 
involve serving in a way that lies in your gifting and within your current reach in your family, local 
church, community or network.  He will establish your resolve and every good work (2 Thes 1:11-
12) and will lead you into ministry in the most powerful and effective way, growing it in His own 
time and methods, because He is the one who created those good works in advance for you to 
accomplish (Eph 2:10). Ask me sometime if you wish to talk about turning from feminism to Christ 
and finding fulfillment and purpose in every season of life. Sometimes God’s ways seem 
counterintuitive until you step into them in faith. 
 
One Mediator between God & Man 
Let’s go back full circle to our portrait of Jesus as our Mediator.  
First, please look up a dictionary definition of ‘mediator’ and write it here:

 
 
Write our key verse for this ‘portrait’ of Jesus from 1 Tim 2:5-6. 

 
 

 
 
We’ll spend more focus on this passage in this week’s teaching lesson. For now, we see that Paul 
is reiterating the gospel of which he is appointed minister, the purpose his whole life is serving, 
and that same purpose and message which he is entrusting to Timothy. The heart of the gospel is 
that Jesus is the party that stands between God and His enemies (that’s us on our own) in order 
to bring us together in peace. We’ll see that same theme carried in a couple more places in the 
Bible in our study today. 
 
Ransom and Mediator 
Turn to what is believed to be the oldest book of the Bible and read Job 33:19-28. 
Here, Job’s friend Elihu is advising Job on how God operates. Elihu is generally correct in what he 
says as a matter of principle, but much of his speech is misapplied to Job’s situation. Elihu is kind 
of like a friend who comes to a distraught family whose teenager is rebelling dramatically and  

painfully, and quotes Proverbs, ‘Train up a child in the way he should go, and when 
he is old he will not depart from it.’ True in principle, but misguided in specific 
application…and pretty heartless. 
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Let’s look at Elihu’s words as principle, and in that way they can be trusted as describing how  
God generally interacts with man.  
 
If you know the story of Job vaguely, of whom do verses 19-22 remind you?  
Perhaps you recognized this as the very situation Job was in: miserable, deep physical pain and 
spiritual distress, near death (and perhaps wishing for death).  
 
What does the ‘man’ in this passage wish for in verse 23?  
What has this messenger, this mediator, found for the suffering man to keep him from going to 
the pit (hell) (v 24)? ! I think it’s very likely Paul had this 
passage in mind when he penned 1 Timothy 2:5-6. Jesus is both the mediator AND the ransom. 
 
What does this ‘ransom’ accomplish for the miserable man (Job 33:26-28)?

 
 

Praise Jesus! Describe how He has done this in your life. 
 
 

 
C.S. Lewis wrote into his science fiction trilogy (Out of the Silent Planet, Perelandra, and That 
Hideous Strength) a self-insertion character named Ransom perhaps with this same idea in mind. 
I think Lewis was enrapt with the idea that Jesus took on God’s wrath on His behalf and brought 
soothing peace. What a mediator – to also be our ransom! 
 
I am also reminded of the fantasy book series The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant by Stephen R 
Donaldson. In it, Donaldson imagines a giant who is able to withstand fire, feeling all of the pain 
of burning without immolation. At a crucial moment, the giant embraces Covenant and carries 
him through molten lava unharmed, having taken the fire’s wrath on himself. This is a beautiful 
picture of Jesus as we see Him as our ransom and mediator. 
 
Mediator of Our Inheritance & Unshakable Kingdom 
Read Hebrews 9:13-15 as the sacrifice of Jesus’ life on the cross is shown to surpass the sacrifices 
of the Old Covenant in the Jewish law.   
What did Jesus accomplish for us in verse 14? 

 
As the mediator of the New Covenant, what does Jesus make possible for us to receive (v 15)? 

 
Read Hebrews 22:22-24 which similarly describes the beauty of coming to Mt. Zion, the Kingdom 
of God, as citizens under His reign as contrasted with coming to Mt. Sinai where people and 
animals died if they came too near; they were in pain even to hear the voice of God. In this 
unshakable Kingdom we receive the benefits of Jesus our Mediator. Once again we are drawn 
back to 2 Corinthians 3 where the veil that hid God’s unendurable glory is now removed, and 
we gaze on the very face of God in the face of Jesus, our Mediator. We sit at His feet in the glory 
that transforms us.  
 

Only because of our Mediator Jesus, 

Tamara   
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