
WEEK 16 | TITUS SEEING JESUS AS OUR 
REDEEMER 

LISTENING GUIDE  
 

    Introduction 

   
 

I. SUMMARY OF TITUS 
 
A. Paul & Titus 

 
 
 

B. Crete & Cretans 
 
 
 
 
 

II. SEEING JESUS AS OUR REDEEMER  (Titus 2:11-14) 
 
A. The Grace of God Has Appeared (v 11) 

 
 
  A Definition 
 
 

B. We are Trained by Grace (v 12) 
 
 
 
 

C. Glory has Appeared: Jesus our Redeemer! (v 13-14) 
 

• Jesus IS God 
 
 

• We are His 
 
 

 
 



 

• A Definition 
 
 
 
   1 Peter 1:18-19 

 
 

• Redeemed from 
 
 

 
• Redeemed to 

 
 
 
 
 
III. WALKING IN HIS WAYS. (Titus 3:3-8) 

  
1. Be rescued from lawlessness & foolishness (v 3) 

 
 
 
 

2. Be changed (made new) by the goodness & kindness of God (v 4-6) 
 
 
 
 

3. Find joy in the good works God has for you (v 7-8) 
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WEEK 16 | Titus SEEING JESUS AS OUR 
REDEEMER 

 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

 
1. What stood out to you most from this week’s homework or teaching? 

 
 

2. How has your spiritual training been a result of God’s grace?  
 
 

3. How are you tempted to see your training as a product of your hard work or striving rather 
than by grace?  
 
 

4. Do you have any Bible study tips or tools that you would like to share with your group? How 
have they helped you when studying Gods Word?  
 
 

5. Have you been redeemed by Jesus? If so, would you like to share your story? If not, would 
you like to be? 
 
 

6. Can you relate some good works that you know God prepared for you to do?  
 
 
 

7. What comparisons do you see between the time Paul lived in how believers were treated 
and how believers are treated today? 

 
 

8. Titus has an overall theme of truth and behavior coming into harmonious accord. If you 
have come to trust in Jesus, what is one area where you have seen personal growth so 
that your beliefs and living are more in harmony? 
 
 
 

9. Titus 2 outlines relationships within the ‘Family Structure’ of the local church. Describe an 
older Christian woman’s discipling or mentoring impact on you? 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Prayers & Praise 
Use this space to keep track of ways to pray for your sisters from small group and to praise God 
for His answers. 
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DAY 1:  Postcard Drama 
 
Dear Sister – 
 
Have you ever sifted through old family letters and postcards, attempting to piece together the 
stories of lives long past? Filling in the gaps of narrative behind scraps of dialogue can be 
entertaining and easier in some cases than one would guess. This method of telling a story 
through correspondence, called epistolary fiction, is employed in some of my favorite literature 
such as Jane Austen’s Lady Susan, C.S. Lewis’s The Screwtape Letters, and even Bram Stoker’s 
Dracula, Often the more difficult stories to piece together, however, are the real-life dramas 
encrypted in scraps and scribblings and postcards.  
 
Do you have any letters you’ve been piecing together from family members or saving from your 
own history? Explain.  

 
Whose correspondence from your family tree or from history in general do you wish you could 
read?  
 
We’ve actually been piecing together epistolary non-fiction as we work through the Pauline 
Epistles (or letters) of the New Testament. With many of these, we’ve been most concerned with 
the meaty doctrine and theology they hold as this is primarily Paul’s purpose in writing most of his 
letters we have in the canon of Scripture. However, this week we’ll have fun piecing together the 
story behind the little ‘postcard’ epistle from Paul to his friend Philemon. Once we figure out the 
story, we’ll be able to glean some rich wisdom about relationships in the Body of Christ. We’ll also 
get to focus on a beautiful metaphor that will paint for us the portrait of Jesus as our Advocate. 
 
Let’s begin by reading Philemon in its entirety just to get a feel for it (it’s only 25 verses long). 
 
This week let’s see if we can outline the book ourselves. You could label the sections in a number 
of ways, so do your best rather than worrying about getting THE right answers. 
 

Verses Main topic, ideas, or content 
1-7  

8-16  

17-21  

22-25  

 
 
 

Week 17 Homework |Philemon 
WEEK 1 | MATTHEW 

SEEING JESUS AS OUR  
ADVOCATE 
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(In case you’re stuck or just curious, this letter is mostly composed of greetings & thanksgiving for 
Philemon’s partnership in the gospel, Paul’s plea for Onesimus, Paul’s promise to Philemon, and 
some closing greetings. I’m sure your outline is similar although it’s fine to have outlined differently, 
too.) 
 
Now for the piecing together of background information. 
 
What verses tell us and reconfirm that Paul was the author of this letter? 
What were Paul’s circumstances when he wrote (vv. 1, 9, 13)? 
Who was with Paul at the time (v 1)?
Being imprisoned with Timothy, we can conclude that this was during Paul’s imprisonment in 
Ephesus or his first imprisonment in Rome under house arrest. 
What did Paul hope confidently (v 22)?  
 
To whom was the letter addressed (v 1-2)?  

What does Philemon’s role in his local church seem to be (v 2, 7)?

Why do you think Paul wanted the local church to also be the recipients of this personal letter?  

Knowing Philemon has a church meeting in his home, look at verse 22, also. What might we 
conclude about Philemon’s economic status?  
 
Based on clues from verses 8-16, who was Onesimus? 

Flip to Colossians 4:7-9, (Paul’s letter to the church in Colossae). What can you conclude about 
the church meeting in Philemon’s house? 

What had happened to Onesimus during his acquaintance with Paul under imprisonment 
(Philemon 10)?  
What does Paul want Philemon to do (vv 15-17)?  

 
Gathering all of that together, the story behind the letter to Philemon is the story of a man 
transforming from bondservant to brother in Christ. Philemon, an upstanding, wealthy slaveowner 
in Colossae, comes to Christ under the ministry of Paul and becomes a key leader of the Church 
of Colossae. His slave Onesimus, perhaps having stolen from Philemon, runs away, and ends up 
encountering Paul possibly as far away as in Rome. Onesimus comes to Christ and becomes a 
helpful disciple, working beside Paul. Longing for the reconciliation of these two brothers in Christ, 
Paul sends Onesimus with this little note containing Paul’s appeal on his behalf for Philemon, his 
household, and the Church of Colossae which meets there to be reconciled to Onesimus and 
receive him as a brother.  
 
Is there someone in your life to whom you need to be reconciled? Make note here and pray for 
God to lead your heart and actions this week. 
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DAY 2 – A Tale of Two Seasons 
 
A number of years ago, Christian music artist Branden Heath recorded these lyrics: 
 

I wish you could see me now 
I wish I could show you how 
I'm not who I was 
I used to be mad at you 
A little on the hurt side too 
But I'm not who I was 
 
I found my way around 
To forgiving you some time ago 
But I never got to tell you2 

 
For those of us in Christ, we all have a before and after story. Some of us came to Christ at a very 
young age, and even so, we have stories of personal failure and transformation as the grace of 
Jesus bids us to leave behind fears and whatever sin that weighs us down. We should look back 
over the decades and see patterns of immense change for the good.  
 
The story of Onesimus and Philemon is an extreme makeover of its own. Let’s spend more time 
looking at it today. 
 
Read again all of Philemon, this time looking for details about Philemon and Onesimus.  
 
The Before Story 
What was Onesimus in the past in relation to Philemon (v 16)?
What is implied in v 18 that Onesimus may have done during his service to Philemon or in leaving 
Philemon’s service?  

 
What value was Onesimus to Philemon at one time in the past (v 11)?
 
Here is a slave or bondservant who was contracted to a master. The master comes to Christ. 
(We’ll address some questions about slavery on day 4; for now, just look at the relationships within 
their cultural context.) At some point before or after Philemon’s conversion, the servant wrongs his 
master and runs away. Perhaps Onesimus stole something and then disappeared.  Perhaps his 
leaving caused Onesimus a loss in productivity and income. Clearly some wrong has been done 
that Onesimus would be perceived as worthless or useless to Philemon, even in Paul’s assessment. 
 
By God’s hand of providence, Onesimus had an encounter with Paul during Paul’s imprisonment.  
What happened to Onesimus through Paul’s contact with him (v 10)?  

 
 
The wording Paul uses to describe Onesimus as his son is the same terminology he uses for Timothy 
and for Titus, his spiritual children in Christ. Paul became the spiritual father of Onesimus by leading 
Him to the saving grace of Jesus.  
Who are your spiritual children?  
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2Heath, Brandon. “I’m Not Who I Was”. Reunion, 2006. 



Praise God for those you have led to your Savior and pray for their continued growth. If you have 
never led anyone to trust in Jesus, pray now that God would prepare you to be used in that way. 
 
The After 
In each of the following verses, how does Paul describe Onesimus now that he is a believer? 
v. 10  
v. 11  
v. 12  
v. 13  
v. 16 

 
What a transformation! When I have occasionally had doubts about my faith, one assurance for 
me is to look at the people in my life who have remarkable ‘Before & After’ stories, especially 
ones I witnessed first-hand. 
 
What about you? List some traits from your ‘Extreme Makeover’ – whether before and after 
coming to Jesus, or if you came to Christ very young, list changes you have seen over the 
seasons as Jesus has continued to sanctify you and make you more like Him. 
 
BEFORE AFTER 
  

 
Redeeming our Circumstances 
In verses 15-16, Paul sees a probable reason for the whole situation. What end does he have in 
mind that God may have intended by Onesimus leaving Philemon’s service?

 
Have you considered that some of the painful or irritating or frustrating circumstances in your life 
may be entirely the hand of your loving Father to bring a tender mercy to your heart, to give you 
opportunity to forgive and reconcile with someone who has hurt you? Journal your thoughts 
here.  
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DAY 3 – Seeing Jesus in the Story 
 
As a true enthusiast of fiction, I am more drawn to a well-crafted metaphor than to a step-by-step 
factual explanation of how things are. As a child, I stumbled upon The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe and again upon a picture-book version of The Princess and the Goblin; in each case I 
wondered in astonishment if anyone else had discovered these amazing gospel metaphors 
tucked into beautiful and exciting stories. Of course, I was a bit late to the party, but I still am 
awestruck by hints and allegations of the gospel in unexpected places. 
 
The story of Philemon, Paul, and Onesimus doesn’t explicitly give us a descriptive picture of Christ. 
Yes, Jesus is mentioned as the source of salvation and motivation for enduring hardship. The 
bigger, more impactful portrait of Jesus as our Advocate is seen in the metaphor of the story of 
Onesimus, Paul, and Philemon. Let’s spend today’s time together unfolding that metaphor. 
 
Please re-read Philemon, and this time think of it as a metaphor with you and me in the role of the 
slave Onesimus and Jesus taking the role of advocate as Paul did.  
 
Let’s walk through the metaphor, filling in the table below. I’ve filled an example for you. 
Onesimus, Paul, & Philemon’s 
Story 

Scripture Our Story with Jesus as our Advocate 

Onesimus was a slave, bound 
to his master 

Romans 6:17 We were slaves to sin under the law. 

Onesimus was at one time of 
little value to his master 

Romans 3:10-12  

Onesimus chose to rebel and 
run away 

Isaiah 53:6  

Under Roman law, Onesimus 
was subject to punishment as 
a law breaker 

Romans 5:12   

Paul pleaded to Philemon to 
receive Onesimus back 

1 Tim 2:5 
2 Cor 5:20 

 

Paul offered to take any debt 
incurred on himself 

Colossians 2:13-
14 

 

Onesimus moved from status 
of slave to valued family 
member 

Galatians 3:28-
29 

 

Paul facilitates the 
reconciliation of Onesimus with 
Philemon 

Col 1:19-23  

Onesimus moved from being 
of little use to being of great 
use to Philemon and to Paul 

Eph 2:8-10  
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Just as Paul stepped in to advocate for Onesimus to be accepted by Philemon and reconciled to 
him – not just as a returned slave but now as an equal brother in Christ – so Jesus advocates for us 
before His Father. He takes the debts incurred by us onto Himself, justifying us, so that we are free 
to become sons and daughters of God, heirs in His Kingdom.  (Don’t you love seeing all of Paul’s 
doctrinal teaching about our justification, redemption, reconciliation, and sanctification coming 
together in this story?!) While this is not a point-for-point analogy, the main metaphor comes 
through in shining colors as we see Jesus as our Advocate, reconciling us to our Father. 
 
An advocate is like a lawyer who pleads the case before the judge for the accused.  
Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-23.  
 
Not only does Jesus advocate to reconcile us to God, but as we are ambassadors for Christ to the 
world, what does God do through us (v 20)?  

 
 
In true gospel fashion, we become little advocates for those around us, pleading to them to be 
reconciled to God through Jesus, and praying on their behalf to God to call them into His family. 
What 2 verbs are used for God’s advocacy and our advocacy in verse 20?  

 
 
Look back at Philemon 9, 10, 14, and 22. What is Paul’s approach to get Philemon to be 
reconciled to Onesimus?  

 
I love that Paul--a man with a dominant temperament, by the power of the Holy Spirit--does not 
command their reconciliation although he has grounds to justify that in his spiritual authority (see 
verse 8 and 14); instead, Paul appeals to Philemon, pleads with him, and encourages him to let 
this be his own choice so that he will experience the joy of choosing well. I see this same kindness 
in Jesus as He appeals to us and lets us choose. 
  
How did Jesus appeal to you to come to God (or how might He be appealing to you today)?  
Was it through a friend’s story, a parent’s gentle urging, a sermon preached, a song on the radio, 
a fear of death and an unknown future, a dawning of understanding from the pages of Scripture? 

 
 
 

 
Take some time to thank God today for the kindness of Jesus in appealing to us to be reconciled 
to God so that we might become daughters of God. 1 John 3:1 says ‘See what great love the 
Father has lavished on us that we might be called children of God. And that is what we are!...’ 
Children, sister, no longer slaves. 
 
Jesus also appeals to us – just as Paul appealed to Philemon – for ever more costly obedience. 
Philemon was already giving so much for the church that met in his home, that he regularly 
refreshed through his hospitality. Now Paul was asking for costly forgiveness and reconciliation. To 
what next step of costly further obedience is Jesus appealing to you this week?  
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DAY 4 – Master, Slave, and Brother 
 
The story of Onesimus and Philemon leaves us with an uncomfortable elephant in the room: 
Philemon is a believer who is also a slaveholder. Today let’s step through this topic to try to 
understand the context and Paul’s heart. 
 
Read Philemon 1. What title does Paul give himself in his greeting?  
Paul will repeat that title for himself again in verse 9. This is the only epistle with this type of 
greeting; in most, he highlights his calling an authority as his point of appeal for the things he’s 
about to say. If he wanted to press Philemon to fulfill his requests, what title might he use (for hints 
see 1&2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, etc.).  
 
By highlighting his role as a prisoner for Christ, what do you think Paul is emphasizing as the basis 
for his request to Philemon?  
The gospel is costly. It demands from us so many things we hold dear. We count them all but loss 
in exchange for the joy of knowing Christ. Paul has given his own freedom for the sake of the 
gospel. Let’s keep this in mind as we walk through a discussion of slavery. 
 
Slavery in Ancient Rome 
When you think about Onesimus runs from his life of enslavement on Philemon’s estate, does your 
mind take you to a moment of triumph for Harriet Tubman or Amos Fortune as they escape the 
horrors of North American Civil War-era slavery? Mine does. We know that the institution of slavery 
– of holding another human in bondage as chattel—is a great evil that is abhorred by all who 
view people of all races as image bearers of our Creator God. 
 
Certainly, this type of evil, man-stealing, abusive slavery has existed in every era of human history. 
It has often been through the light of the gospel in Christian individuals that ground has been won 
against the great evil of enslavement and human trafficking. 
 
Ancient Rome is a very different context from the colonial Americas. While certainly some of the 
cruel forms of slavery existed, many people in Rome were servants by choice. There were forms of 
servitude that more closely resembled an employer/employee relationship – or a lender borrower 
relationship.  What does Proverb 22:7 say about those who borrow money?  

 
This is a very practical truth although there are instances when borrowing money on a mortgage 
for instance may be an astute decision. Bondservants were often servants by choice; skipping out 
early often left the master (lender) with a debt on his hands. 
 
The entire economic system of the Roman Empire was based in some part on the relationship of 
servants and masters. At that time at least a third of the inhabitants of the empire were servants.3 
The context of slavery in New Testament times is at best very complex. 
 
To date in this study, whenever we’ve run into Paul’s instructions to masters and slaves, we’ve 
treated the Greek word doulos as the word bondservant, more of a servant by choice, like an 
employee. This is the word Paul uses of himself frequently, as a ‘servant of the gospel.’   
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Heart Matters 
Look at Colossians 3:22-4:1 (remember that these instructions were written to Philemon’s house 
church). In 3:22, servants were to obey their masters not as people-pleasers but with what? 

 
Voila! Paul pursues a sincere heart and a fear of the Lord. 
 
Paul could very well have encouraged Christ-followers to pursue toppling the institution of slavery. 
But Paul didn’t typically make his mission the changing of institutions but rather the transformation  
of hearts within their circumstances.  
 
The same is true in what Paul asks from Philemon. He doesn’t just want Philemon to be coerced or 
guilted into taking Onesimus back into his service. How does Philemon 17 say Onesimus should be 
received?  
But wait; Paul was a BIG deal to Philemon and his church. They would have celebrated. They 
would have rolled out the red carpet. They would have given him the guest suite (see verse 22). 
Paul is granting his own status to Onesimus (isn’t that JUST like Jesus and us in the gospel?!) 
 
What does Galatians 3:28 say about masters and slaves in God’s family since Jesus broke down the 
wall that divides us from one another?  

 
Paul tells Philemon to receive Onesimus as what (Philemon 16)?  

 
He implies: ‘Philemon, this is your brother in Christ. You are equals at the foot of the cross. You will 
worship together at the throne for all eternity! You are called to serve one another.’ Their first and 
foremost identity marker is that of child of God. 
 
Oddly, Paul never says, ‘Please give Onesimus his freedom.’ Perhaps Paul is just creating context 
for the best possible result to take place, the emancipation of Onesimus. Paul trusts the working of 
the gospel that he has seen so fruitful in the life of Philemon. What does verse 21 say Paul is 
confident about?  
I look forward to learning the story’s end someday. 
 
Coming Full Circle 
And so this story of master and servant comes full circle. The servant leaves home in order to return 
home transformed (like the journeys of Odysseus or Bilbo or Frodo and Sam.  
 
Read Philemon 15-16, the central verses of this text. Philemon, having been hurt by Onesimus, most 
likely views his running away as a bad thing. But Paul urges Philemon to see with the eyes of faith. 
God is redeeming this story to bring the two back together in a fuller, richer way. 
 
What about your story? What hard thing can you view through the lens of faith, believing that God 
is all about redeeming the bad and making all things new?  

 
 

 
.  
 

Page 8 



DAY 5 – From Rebel Slaves to Favored Daughters 
 
What an amazing truth to bring to bear on our lives that through the advocacy of Jesus we have 
been released from slavery to sin and brought into the family of God! Today, let’s camp there. I’ll 
bet we would live very different lives if we were constantly aware of the great love and favor in 
which we walk. 
 
Turn to Romans 8. With the background analogy of our transition from rebellious slave to favored 
daughter, read this chapter and journal verses that speak to you, truth that will transform you. Let 
the words fall afresh on your thankful heart. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Let’s do the same with 1 Peter 2:9-12. Close out your day reveling in the before and after of 
God’s great story in your life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the love of Jesus our Advocate who has set us free,

Tamara  
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