
WEEK 23 | JUDE SEEING JESUS AS OUR 
KEEPER 

LISTENING GUIDE  
 

    Introduction 

   
I. SUMMARY OF JUDE: Divine Preservation 

 
 
Key verses: 1 & 24 

“...to those who are called beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ.” “Now 
to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before 
the presence of his glory with great joy...”  

 
II. SEEING JESUS AS OUR KEEPER  (Jude 1-25) 

 
A. Counterfeit v Truth (vv 4-19) 

 
Characteristics of false 
teachers 

Verse Truth revealed in Christ 

Creep in unannounced 4  

Pervert God’s grace 4  

Deny our Master & Lord 4  

Rely on dreams 8  

Defile the flesh 8  

Reject authority 8  

Hidden reefs 12  

Shepherds feeding themselves 12  

Waterless clouds swept along 
by winds  

12  

 
 
 
 



 

Characteristics of false 
teachers 

Verse Truth revealed in Christ 

Fruitless trees 12  

Wild waves  13  

Grumblers 16  

Malcontents 16  

Following their sinful desires 16  

Loud-mouthed boasters 16  

Favoritism to gain advantage 16  

Scoffers 18  

Cause divisions 19  

Worldly 19  

Devoid of the Spirit 19  

B. A tree is known by its fruit  (vv. 12-13 & 16) 
 
Fruit of false teachers vs Fruit of the Spirit  
 

C. Our Hope  
 

• Called, Beloved, Kept for Christ (Jude 1) 
 
 

• He calls his sheep by name…. (John 10:3, 4) 
 
 
III. WALKING IN HIS WAYS   (Jude 17-23) 

  
A. Jesus is not surprised (v 17) 
 
B. Our job (v 20-23) 

 
Assurance for the Journey (v 24) 
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WEEK 23 | JUDE SEEING JESUS AS OUR 
KEEPER 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

 
1. What stood out to you most from this week’s homework or teaching? 

 
 

 
 
 

2. Have you ever felt like the Church has been invaded by false teachers? Explain.  

 

 

3. What are some ways the ‘fruit’ of false teachers shows up in our lives or in the Church? 

 

 

4. What tools has Christ provided to cultivate the fruits of the Spirit in his church, in our lives? 
 
 
 

5. Describe a situation where you saw Christ “keep” his church by his revealed truth. 

 

 

6. Describe a time when a sister or brother in Christ mercifully helped to restore you from 
faithlessness or sin? 

 

 

7. What do you see as the difference between being ‘kept by Christ’ and ‘keeping 
yourselves in the love of God’? 



 

Prayers & Praise 
Use this space to keep track of ways to pray for your sisters from small group and to praise God 
for His answers. 
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DAY 1:  Our Now and Future King 
 
Dear Sister – 
 
This week we come full circle to the vision of a Kingdom but one whose King is on a far-away 
mission. He leaves his authority and resources with his stewards and his people to expand and 
prosper the kingdom while he is away. But this kingdom’s pennant flags have been lowered and 
replaced with signs of enemy occupation and distress. The royal people, longing for his return, 
have been long besieged by growing enemies. Just as we began in Matthew by seeing Jesus as 
our King, we come to the end of the New Testament, longing for the promised return of our King. 
When He returns, we know He will judge and expel His enemies from His land forever. He will also 
reward His children and set to right all that has been wrong, all that is broken, all that is less than 
glorious to the full majesty of the Kingdom. 
 
What is something your heart longs for at Jesus’ Return?   

 
 

 
Our hope in God propels from our past experiences of His character, hitches to our longings and 
expectations for our future, and drives our present course of action.  The Book of Revelation can 
bring out many different emotions in us. We long for the glorious return of Jesus. We fear the 
shadows of cryptic prophesies of beasts and evil dragons. We hope we won’t be called to 
withstand the fury of the final refining of the saints who may remain as judgment begins to be 
unleashed. We often come to Revelation longing for our curiosity to be satisfied, but who is equal 
to unpacking the message and dividing literal meanings from symbolic?   
 
Because we can either find ourselves overwhelmed with confusion or with fear from Revelation, 
we may want to dismiss reading it at all. Perhaps that’s why John, the author, begins with a 
promise. What does Revelation 1:3 tell us to expect in return for merely reading or hearing the 
words of this book?  Well then, let’s do this!
 
John’s Revelation of Jesus Christ does so much more than lay out many of the events in the final 
chapters of God’s glorious story. It primarily shows us Jesus Himself. He walks among the 
lampstands, caring for His people. In the Throne Room of Heaven as He receives worship and as 
He in His authority opens the seals of judgment on His enemies. We will dance at His marriage 
feast as the consummation of His love story unfolds. We will ride by His side as He comes in glory 
and power to fight His ultimate enemy and defend His Bride with the word of His mouth. We will 
dwell with Him in His Glorious Garden Kingdom. In Revelation we will see Jesus as our Coming 
King. 
  We will focus this week on the portraits of Jesus in Revelation rather than on covering  
  the entire book and all it contains.  (Genius? Chicken? I’ll let you decide).  

Week 24 Homework | 
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Rev 1:19 gives us a good way to divide what John writes from His visions. What 3 categories does 
Jesus tell John to write?  

Based on this description, here is one possible outline for Revelation.1 
Chapters Focus 
1 “Things Which You Have Seen” 
2-3 “Things Which Are” 
4-22 “Things Which Will Take Place” 

Even in using this outline, we are making decisions for how we will view the timing of the content of 
the book. Our church’s doctrinal statement outlines our view of end events (our eschatology) as 
such that we expect much of the Revelation to take place in the future. Some views see many of 
the events as having already taken place, but almost all views agree many are still to come. 
 
Let’s lay out what we can know about the author of Revelation. Read Rev 1:1-11. 
According to 1:1,4,9 and 22:8, who is the author? 
 
The early church universally accepted this book as the writing of John, the author of the gospel 
and the 3 letters from John. We can also be reassured of his authorship by characteristics in the 
writing that correspond with those other books such as the use of contrasting terms ‘light and 
dark’, ‘good and evil’, ‘love and hate’, etc. We can observe the unique use of the terms ‘lamb’ 
and ‘true’ in the manner of the familiar writing of John the Beloved disciple.  
What similarity do you find in John 1:1, 1 John 1:1, and Rev 1:2 & 19:13?  
 
What were John’s circumstances during his writing (1:9)?  
Who are the recipients for John’s writing (Rev 1:3-4)?  

Who else (2:7&29)?  
 
Write the book’s title taken from the opening phrase in 1:1.  
The ‘revelation’ (literally apocalypse, a word meaning ‘unveiling’) is an unveiling not of the future 
but of Jesus Christ (making the occasionally-used title ‘revelations’ incorrect).  
 
In all of the visions of the Revelation, we will encounter a tension between interpreting literally or 
figuratively, or a mixture. We will see especially symbolic numbers and also animals and heavenly 
creatures. We must be content for now with a certain amount of uncertainty. 
 
The main ideas of the book of the Apocalypse are that God should receive the worship and glory 
for accomplishing the consummation of judgment and salvation. This book was written primarily to 
encourage believers in Jesus Christ to remain faithful even under difficulties so as to inherit the 
Coming Kingdom. Are you ready to be led in worship and endurance, Sister? 
 
Rev 19:11-16 is the key passage for the book and for our portrait of Jesus as our Coming King. 
Write out verses 11 and 16 here.  
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DAY 2 – Among the Lampstands 
 
Getting things started yesterday makes me want to spend weeks and weeks so that we can study 
ALL of this fascinating book together. Let’s make a date to do that in the future! For now, we will 
be content to spend our week looking at the fascinating glimpses of our Jesus throughout this 
book. In the past several years, Revelation has become one of my favorite places to go for 
worship. If it’s not already yours, too, I hope by the end of our time your worship will be engaged. 
 
Begin today by reading Revelation 1:10-20. 
 
John encounters the resurrected Jesus in His glorified body as He walks among the lampstands.   
 
What was Jesus ‘like’ (v13)?  
The Old Testament uses this term ‘son of man’ very consistently and frequently. Look at the 
following examples and write what ‘son of man’ appears to mean: Num 23:19, Job 16:21, Ps 8:4, Is 
51:12.  
We need to note when John says something is ‘like’ something else. We can assume John is giving 
us an idea of the thing, not a literal description, perhaps because he has no accurate words. We 
conclude that Jesus looked like a man even though we’ll see He looked otherworldly, also. 
 
Let’s look closely. Fill in the traits of Jesus physically below as they appear in verses 13-16.   
What was He wearing (v 13)?  
How white was his hair (v 14)?  
What were his eyes like (v 14)?  
What were his feet like (v 15)?  
What was His voice like (v 16)?
What was His voice also like (v 10)?  
 
The picture I get when I put these together is always terrifying – when I really want Jesus to be 
warm and friendly. This is Jesus is in His glorified, resurrected body. His appearance truly should 
inspire awe and respect. This is another side of the coin of our warm and loving brother Jesus. We 
are happy with His familiarity; but His ‘otherness’ is necessary as He is also our God, King, & Judge.  
 
When we look at Revelation, we should always be looking for its allusions to other passages of 
Scripture to help shed light on what we’re reading. Read Daniel 7:9-10 and 7:13-14. 
What is the context of the role the Ancient of Days is filling according to Dan 7:10?  

 
We will see a similar physical description of Jesus in Rev 19 as Jesus comes to defeat His enemies in 
judgment. 
 
What was the sound of God’s coming in Ezekiel 43:2?  
I’ll bet we could comb out reference after reference of Jesus in His glory as Judge all tying to this 
description of Him in Rev 1. Let’s make one more observation on His appearance. 
 
What was coming from Jesus’ mouth (Rev 1:16)?  
What is described in Heb 4:12 as sharper than any two-edged sword? 
Do you think Jesus literally had a sword coming from His mouth? If not, what does this description 
mean?  
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What do we see about Jesus’ face (Rev 1:16)?  
What was in Jesus’ hand (1:16)?  
What was Jesus walking among (1:12-13)? 

We are gladly given the interpretation of the lamps and stars by Jesus Himself in v 20.  
What are the 7 stars?  
What are the 7 lampstands? 
To how many churches in Asia Minor was this book addressed (v 11)? 
What do you think the ‘angels of the seven churches’ are?
Without more clarification, it’s hard to say if these represent the pastors of those churches, or 
perhaps angels are assigned to each local church. 
 
We’ve hit our first symbolic number in this week’s study. How many stars & lamps? 
In Bible terminology, the number 7 indicates ‘fullness’ or ‘completeness.’2 Some have suggested 
that these lampstands and stars are not just representing the literal local churches in ancient Asia 
Minor, but also different ‘types’ of churches even today; or perhaps even periods of time in 
church history.  
 
Perhaps there is a literal room of lampstands for each local church in the world. That’s a lovely 
thought, isn’t it? Literal or figurative, if Jesus walks among the lampstands and carries their pastors 
or angelic messengers in his right hand, what does that say about Jesus’ love, concern, and 
superintendence of our churches?  

 
 
This picture of our glorified Jesus, our majestic King, walking among the lampstands of our 
fellowship holding our lifelines in His right hand is one of my favorite portraits of Jesus. I hear His 
heartbeat for us in the greetings of John to the churches in Asia: ‘beloved’ and ‘my little 
children.’ Although it seems to us that our King is on a journey to a far country, He in fact walks 
among our concerns and cares. Just as we saw in Acts, Jesus continues to accomplish His plan 
through the Holy Spirit working out His Kingdom in the Church.  
 
In our awe of Him – or our fear of who He has become with His shining face and voice like the 
ocean roar – we fall at His feet. What titles and descriptions does He give of Himself to John in v 
17-18?  

 
Which of these descriptions to you find most meaningful to you right now and why?  

 
 
Revelation chapters 2 and 3 contain the personal letters from King Jesus to the 7 Churches. There 
is a pattern to follow in each: 

• A greeting including noting one or more of the characteristics of Jesus from 1:12-16 
• A commendation “I see your….” 
• A correction “But I have this against you…” 
• A charge “But hold fast…repent…do not fear…” etc. 
• A reward “But to the one who conquers…” 

As a challenge, read one or more of the 7 letters and note these elements. Bask in the awe that  
our glorious King would write a personal letter to us, His Bride. Do you have an ear to hear what  
  the Spirit says to us? 
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DAY 3 – Worship of the Lamb 
 
Years ago, my friend Judy led an inductive Bible study through the Book of Revelation. I suppose 
we were brave to tackle it, and I was indeed blessed by learning alongside my sisters in Christ. 
One of the most profound impressions this study left on me was the priority of worship in heaven. 
As we are given a glimpse into the throne room of the universe, we see that worship is the 
priority, a central activity in which all heaven is engaged. Shouldn’t we align our priorities to 
match as we long to be made fit for our heavenly home? Join me today as we catch a view of 
worship in the throne room of our King, Heaven’s Lion and Lamb. 
 
Read Revelation chapter 4 to begin our day’s study. If you have access to an audio Bible, this 
would be an excellent day to just listen to this chapter and build a visual image in your mind with 
its vivid descriptions. 
 
What’s the big picture in this chapter? Take a moment to try to summarize it in a sentence or two 
at most.  

 
 

 
Let’s list some of the elements of the picture below. For each element, fill in the words or 
descriptions that stand out to you. 
The one seated on the throne (v 3):  

 
The people around the throne (v 4):  

 
(Perhaps these 24 are representing 12 tribes of Israel and 12 apostles). 
The throne itself (v 5):  

 
The sea (v 6):  
The four creatures (v 6b-8a):  

 
 

What do the creatures say in worship (v 8b-9)?  
 
 

In response, what do the 24 elders do in worship (v 10)?  
 

What do the 24 elders say in worship (v 11)?  
 
 

 
Did you know there are other glimpses of the throne room in our Bible? Look up the following 
references and write down additional details you find in them or things that stand out to you. 
Ezekiel 1  
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Exodus 24:9-11  
 

 
I am always taken aback by that nonchalant mention of a feast in the throne room of God. What a 
foretaste of fellowship that must have been for Moses and those leaders! 
 
Read Revelation chapter 5 looking for glimpses of our King Jesus. 
 
What might it signify that the scroll has writing on both sides (v 1)? 
We can see a similar scroll in Ezekiel 2:9-10. I assume this means the scroll is filled to full with 
whatever it has to say. Some scholars believe this scroll might represent the Title Deed to the Earth. 
What do you think it might mean that it is sealed with 7 seals?  

Why could no one in heaven or earth open the scroll (v2-4)? 

What are the titles of the one who was found able to open it (v 5)?  

In contrast, what creature actually opens the scroll (v 6)? 
Our Jesus is both Lion of Judah and the Lamb that was slain.  
 
Assuming the 7 eyes and 7 spirits are figurative, what might they mean about the Lamb? 

 

We see that Jesus, the Lamb has the fullness of the Spirit of God, the fullness of sight or omniscience; 
If the horns represent strength or victory as they often do in Scripture, Jesus possesses the fullness of 
triumph and omnipotence. 

What made the Lamb worthy? Write out verses 9 &10.  

 
I am amazed and overwhelmed that at the center of the worship in the throne room in heaven is 
the wonder of our identity in Christ. Soak that in. All heaven marvels that Christ has redeemed this 
diversity of people to be a Kingdom of Priests to reign on the earth.  
Meditate on Exodus 19:5-6 and 1 Peter 2:9. Pour out your thanks to God.  

 
Our Jesus is both Lion and Lamb. King and Sacrifice. Magnificence and Love. 
When we worship Him, we join with the activity of heaven. We add to the glory of our God and of 
His Son. Close today by reading aloud the words of worship in Revelation 5:11-14. Join your heart 
and voice in the worship, proclaiming the worth of our Lamb, our King of the Universe. 
 
Although the next actions in chapter 6 launch the opening of the seals, bowls, and trumpets that 
bring judgment and tribulation on the earth in a spiral of wrath, we know the one who loosens them 
is the King of our Hearts, our King who is coming soon. 
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DAY 4 – Warrior Bridegroom 
 
I can’t address this next portrait of Jesus without (yet again) glancing at Tolkien’s Return of the King. 
The character Aragorn having lived a bit undercover as Strider, the Ranger of the North, returns to 
win and claim his kingdom as the Heir of Elendil. Aragorn is both the romantic hero and the warrior-
king, winning the heart of Arwen Evenstar and yet fighting the grimmest of wars, walking the 
darkest of deadly paths, and arriving in the most majestic of fleets as he utterly defeats evil and 
wins the kingdom and all of Middle Earth. I think our Disney models of princes have done a 
disservice to the Warrior-Prince archetype. Jesus is the mighty, grim warrior yet ultimate lover of our 
souls. He is our Coming King, arrayed in splendor, strong to save. 
 
Read Revelation 19:6-16. 

The Marriage Festival 
Our passage today opens with a hymn sung by a great multitude. 
 
What did the voices sound like (v 6)?  
Have you noticed the frequent reference to ‘many waters’? This phrase is often used throughout 
Scripture to describe a loud noise made from a collection of voices or causes, or God’s voice. 
What has the sound of ‘many waters’ in Ezekiel 1:24?  
In Ezekiel 43:2?  
 
Who is singing or proclaiming this hymn? Refer back to Rev 19:1-2. If this multitude is making 
statements about God’s servants on earth who need avenging, who do you suppose this multitude 
must be?  
Likely this is the proclamation of the heavenly host, the angelic choirs of heaven. We hear them 
frequently throughout the book of Revelation, often also accompanied by the 24 elders and the 
seraphim and occasionally (but not here) joined by all the redeemed.  
 
This song has 2 main themes. See if you can identify them: 
Praise to (v 6). 
Rejoicing over the (v 7-8). 
What event has come (v 7)?  
Who becomes the focus of this song (v 7-8)?  
Who is the Bride (Eph 5:25-27)?  
 
The ancient Jewish wedding was divided into two parts: the betrothal and the marriage. At the 
betrothal, the groom pays a ‘bride price’ for the bride and signs a covenant for her, sealing it with 
a ceremonial cup of wine. He then goes away to prepare a place in his father’s home where they 
can be together once united. He may be gone up to a year as he prepares. Then the groom 
returns for the celebration of the wedding and its consummation.3 
 
Label these passages with their corresponding part of the Jewish wedding: 
2 Cor 11:2  
1 Cor 6:20  
1 Cor 11:25  
John 14:2-3  
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The thread of clothing as a theme runs from the Genesis Garden to the Garden City, from Eden to 
Eternity in Scripture. As a woman who admires a gorgeous wedding gown, I can’t let us miss out on 
wedding clothes in this scene.  
In what is the Bride clothed (Rev 19:8)?  
We are told the symbolism in v 9. What is her white linen?  
From where does our righteousness come however (2 Cor 5:21)?  
 
What do these passages say about our clothing:  
Is 64:6  
Is 1:18  
Rev 7:13-14  
Even our white linen is a robe of Christ’s grace given to us. Although I’d love some silk, seed pearls, 
and lace, have you ever worn truly exquisite linen? Someday we will together! 
Soak in Is 61:10. How are we adorned and by whom?  

 
How does our God rejoice over us (Is 62:5)?  
 
Sister, as follower of Jesus, we are the Bride! We are already betrothed, legally married to our 
Bridegroom, just awaiting consummation. Jesus anticipates our wedding day even more than we 
do. Isn’t this just like our Jesus? We await our union with Him, but He is even more eager for His Bride 
than we can imagine. Although we did nothing to deserve His notice, He chose us, betrothed us, 
clothed us, and in this passage brings us to the consummation of our union so that we may live 
with Him in His Father’s House. 
 
Who is blessed in Rev. 19:9?  
 
In 19:10, an odd thing happens. Why would John begin worshipping the messenger showing him all 
this? I love this quote from a prayer by Scotty Smith:  

Lord Jesus, it’s easy to understand why John fell down to worship the angel who 
delivered this exhilarating vision. For our oldest longings, greatest cravings, and 
deepest yearnings are “married” to you and your return. Even when we forget or 
ignore you, our hearts ravenously desire you. 

All our longings are met only in our Jesus.  
 
Jesus Faithful and True 
We’ll spend most of our teaching time this week in Rev 19:11-16 where we see the central passage 
of Revelation, Jesus the Rider on the White Horse. Let’s take a short look at it in closing today. 
 
List the names by which this Warrior-King is called in these verses?  

Our Groom is not a ‘soft boy’ (as my teen daughters would say). What is His mode and His intent in 
verse 15? 
My husband is a big fan of action movies, particularly those with a good guy done wrong who gets 
some solid revenge. Sometimes I struggle with the idea that God will destroy His enemies. I must 
trust the goodness of the Just God. A truly good Father would never leave evil unchecked. 
Look back at the hymn that begins this chapter in verses 1-2. What is the theme (v 2a)? 

  In goodness and justice, our Lamb whose blood was shed avenges the blood of His 
  Bride. 
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DAY 5 – Coming King 
 
We’ve taken in the hard message about false leaders with stealthy insidious ideas that are kept 
for judgment. We’ve been coached in our corner of the ring about getting in and contending. 
But now Jude’s heart will give us the vision of what we strive for, what’s ahead; it’s something 
glorious! 
 
Love Letter from our King 
I think it’s appropriate that we close our study today with the words of Jesus Himself about Himself. 
Just as we would take the letters from the hand of our Beloved, read them slowly and 
thoughtfully, hanging on each word and idea, listening hard for His heart, let’s do the same with 
these words from our Betrothed. 
 
Read Rev 22:12-16. Jesus unveils truth about Himself that connects with other Scripture. It’s laden 
with meaning pulled from all the Scripture as it finds its fulfillment in Him. 
 
‘I am Coming Soon….My reward is with me.’ (v 12) 
While we rightly focus on the grace of God, salvation by grace through faith, not of works, we do 
see that the fruit of our lives will be judged – only what is done for the glory of God through the 
power of God will stand and be rewarded. We are motivated to bring to our Beloved a good 
crop. In the following, what is judged and what ‘recompense’ is promised? 
Is 3:10-11  
Is 40:10-11  
Is 62:11-12  
1 Cor 3:5-15  

 
‘The Alpha and Omega, First and Last, Beginning and End.’ (v 13) 
We find this statement bookending Revelation.  We see it as a repeated theme. What 
characteristic of God (and thereby also of Jesus) is emphasized in each of these?  
Rev 1:8  
Is 41:2-4  
Is 44:6-8  
Is 48:12-13  
 
‘Blessed are those who wash their robes…’ (v 14) 
According to these verses, who are these and how do they wash their robes? 
Ps 51:1-2  
Is 1:16-18  
John 13:8-10  
Acts 22:13-16  
 
‘…right to eat from the tree of life….’ (v 14) 
What is gained by the tree of life according to these verses? 
Gen 3:22  
Rev 2:7  
Rev 22:2  
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‘…may enter the city by the gates.’ (v 14) 
What do the following verses say is the way to enter the City of Heaven? 
John 10:7  
John 10:9  
John 14:6  
Rev 21:27  
 
‘…outside are the dogs…’ (v 15) 
What will keep you from entering the City? 
Rev 22:15  
Rev 9:20-21  
1 Cor 6:9-10  
(Dear Friend, if you are still bound in these things, now is the time to turn to Jesus, the Door). 
 
‘I am the root, the descendant of David….’ (v 16) 
What do these verses say the root or branch of David will do? 
Is 11:1-5  
Rev 5:5  
Zech 6:12-13  
We must take a moment to put this all together. Our Jesus, the root, the branch will conquer, will 
sit on the throne, and will build the dwelling place of God. Our King will also be our Priest, our 
access to God dwelling with us! 
 
‘I am the bright morning star….’ (v 16) 
What will the light of the morning star do? 
Num 24:17  
Luke 1:76-79  
2 Peter 1:9  
 
Take a moment to go back through today’s statements from Jesus about Himself and circle, 
highlight or otherwise mark one or two that are most meaningful to you. Thank Him for what He 
means to you. Turn your thoughts of Him to a time of worship as you join in the priority of heaven. 
 
Beloved Sister, one day we will find the Morning Star rising in our hearts. For now His Word keeps 
us sure as we await His return. And He promises us ‘Surely I am coming soon!’ (Rev 22:20). Our 
hearts cry out, ‘Even so, Come Lord Jesus!’  
 
Have you found your heart more drawn to our Jesus these months? Have you seen more of His 
beauty than ever before? Have you mined His storehouse and drawn out a bounty of treasure, 
the greatest of which is Himself? More than just becoming a bit smarter, have we fallen much 
more in love?  
 
What a blessing it has been to walk by your side this season! My fondest hope is that together we 
have uncovered a bit more of the glory of our Jesus and in doing so have been transformed by it 
to reflect His glory back to Him more brilliantly than ever before.  
 
  In the name of Jesus my Everything, 

  Tamara  
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