
WEEK 22 | 1, 2, 3 JOHN SEEING JESUS AS OUR 
FELLOWSHIP 

LISTENING GUIDE  
 

    Introduction 

   
I. SUMMARY OF JOHN’S LETTERS 

 
A. Author: John the ‘Beloved Disciple’ 

 
 

B. Letters to Beloved Churches 
 
 

C. Fellowship, Assurance, and the True Gospel 

 
 

II. SEEING JESUS AS OUR FELLOWSHIP  (1 John 1:1-4) 
 
A. Fellowship with God made possible through Christ  (v 3-4) 

 
 
 

B. Fellowship with God in the Old Testament 

 

 
 

C. New Testament: Restored Fellowship with God made Possible 
 

• The Word 
 

• God’s Love (1 John 4:10) 
 

 

 



 

• God’s Light (1 John 1:5 & 7) 
 
 

• God’s Life (1 John 5:12) 
 
 

• Called to Abide (John 15) 
 
 

• Assurance of Fellowship 
 
 
 D. Fellowship with Christ Provides Fellowship with One Another (1:7 & 20) 

 
 
 
 
 
III. WALKING IN HIS WAYS   (1 John 1:5-9) 

  
A. Roadblocks to fellowship with God 
 
 
 
B. Abiding in Christ 
 
 
 
C. Fellowship with Other Believers 
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WEEK 22 | 1, 2, 3 JOHN SEEING JESUS AS OUR 
FELLOWSHIP 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

 
1. What stood out to you most from this week’s homework or teaching? 

 
 

2. Describe a time when you have experienced real, sweet fellowship with others. How did 
you get to that point with them, and what made it sweet? 
  
 
 

3. In your own words, describe what it means to abide in Christ, a key theme both in 1 John 
and in the gospel of John, chapter 15.  
 
 
 

4. What barriers or hindrances are you experiencing when it comes to fellowship with God? 
Or what are some you have experienced in the past? 
 
 
 

5. How would you describe your fellowship with God today? Are you trusting in the person 
and work of Christ to provide nearness and intimacy with God?   
 
 
 

6. In our homework we looked at the importance of knowing ‘The Real Jesus’ from the truth 
of the apostles’ eyewitness writings rather than an imposter made of bits and pieces of 
truth mixed with other ideas. What hard sayings or truth about Jesus do you find difficult to 
talk about in front of others or perhaps even to embrace? 

 

 

7. Which aspect of God that John emphasizes do you think is most impactful or needful in our 
world today and why:  God is Light (purity); God is Love (shown by obedience); or God is 
Truth (unchanging, objective truth)? 



 

Prayers & Praise 
Use this space to keep track of ways to pray for your sisters from small group and to praise God 
for His answers. 
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DAY 1:  Kept for Jesus 
 
Dear Sister – 
 
On my entryway wall hangs an antique violin. Within its angles and curves, scrolls and strings, 
echo family stories and memories from my mother’s family tree. The old instrument belonged to 
my great grandfather, David Jordan, a physician from northern Indiana from the days when 
medical doctors traveled to their patients’ homes. Sometimes music and math find good soil for 
growing together in the same garden as they did with Grandpa Jordan, who loved people, 
collecting geodes, and fiddling, according to the snippets of stories I have gathered. As I was the 
only sprout on the tree with a knack for the violin, his lovely instrument was kept for me, wrapped 
in an oddly-shaped cocoon of a case for a day when I would appreciate it.  
 
What is something that you have worked hard to keep?   

 
 

 
We long to keep things often because we believe they will grow in value monetarily, practically, 
or sentimentally. But keeping things is a challenge in a world where moth and rust corrupt and 
hurricanes and floods break through to destroy. In the little book of Jude, we will see that we are 
being kept for Jesus Christ AND that He is able to keep us for the day of joy when we will be 
presented blameless before Him. In Jude we will see Jesus as our Keeper. 
 
The following is a suggested outline for the letter from Jude. 
 

Verses Topic 
1-2 Jude’s Greeting 
3 The Call to Contend for our Faith 
4-16 Those who Challenge our Faith  
17-23 How to Contend for our Faith 
24-25 Jude’s Doxology 

 
Big Things, Little Package 
Jude is one of the shortest books in the New Testament with only 25 verses in which to pack a 
punch (2 & 3 John beat it for the short award, and Philemon ties). Let’s look at its background 
and get to know it from the edges before we dive in.  
 
  In verse 1, what do we learn about the author of this letter?  
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Who is Jude? Jude’s name can also be translated as Judas; this expands the possibilities for 
authorship. Let’s see if we can narrow down who this guy is and how he knows Jesus. 
 
Read Luke 6:13-16 where we see the official list of Jesus’ disciples. What do we learn about men 
named Judas?  

We can rule out Judas Iscariot as the author of this letter, well, because he betrayed Jesus and 
subsequently killed himself. This leaves us with Judas the son of James. Of course, he might have a 
brother named after his father James….so we’ll keep that as an inconclusive option while we dig 
more. 
 
Read Matt 13:55. Who had brothers named James and Judas?  
Ah, now we’re getting somewhere. But we also may recall what about Jesus’s half-brothers from 
John 7:2-5?  
In our study of the letter from James, we saw James come to faith in his half-brother Jesus post-
resurrection and then rise to leadership in the church of Jerusalem.  
What other little piece of evidence is seen in Acts 1:14?  
And 1 Corinthians 9:5?  
 
We can see that more of Jesus’s brothers beyond just James had roles in the ministry of the 
apostles and first century church building. We can reasonably assume that Jude could be one of 
these brothers. In addition, the early church fathers accepted that the author of this letter was 
Jude/Judas, the brother of Jesus.1  
 
Having both grown up in the household with Jesus, what do both James and Jude introduce 
themselves as (James 1:1, Jude 1:1)?  
 
Do you see any indication in the greeting regarding the intended audience (v 1-2)?  

Beyond an audience of Christ-followers in the latter first century, we don’t have more specifics. 
 
What do you notice when you compare 2 Peter 2:1-3 and Jude 17-18?  

Jude and 2 Peter 2 contain a number of similarities. With Peter warning that false teachers and 
scoffers will arise while Jude speaks of this as already happening, scholars believe that Jude was 
written following Peter’s 2nd epistle. Peter encourages defense against false teachers; Jude 
encourages fighting back now that these wolves had infiltrated the flock. 
 
Jude 24-25 are key verses for seeing Jesus as our Keeper. Copy them here.  

 

 
As the key tension presented in this book, Jude 3 is the key to Jude’s purpose of his letter. Write it 
here.   
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DAY 2 – The Melodic Line 
 
Begin today by reading all 25 verses of Jude to get an overview. 
 
When Dave proposed to me, he hired a violinist to play my favorite classical piece, 
‘Scheherazade’ by Rimsky-Korsakov. If you’re familiar with the piece (you can easily find it on 
Spotify or iTunes), there is one melodic line – the voice of the beautiful and resourceful princess 
who extends her life one night at a time by weaving her suspenseful tales for her barbaric sultan – 
which sings throughout the piece. Sometimes a lonely strain, sometimes longing, sometimes 
triumphant, it meanders in and out of one thousand and one tales of bravery, foolish wishes, 
scimitar fights, and magic carpet rides. The theme begins in the minute of the first movement, 
repeating and expanding, and is the final sweet sound of the final movement. As long as the 
piece returns to that beautiful voice, we can know the sun will rise for our heroine once more.  
 
Being as short as Jude is, this letter is a perfect case for learning to look for the ‘melodic line,’ a 
technique of searching for the theme or main message of a book or passage by looking for 
beginning and ending ‘notes’ that reappear consistently, pointing us to the heartbeat of the 
composer in a given piece. (Many thanks to commentator David Helm of The Charles Simeon Trust 
in my studies these weeks)2. We’ll spend today looking at the opening and some of the close of 
Jude in order to discover the melodic line. This sets a solid foundation for understanding the rest of 
the book. 
 
Write down some of the key words you see in Jude 1-2.  

Now do the same for verses 24-25.  

In those lists above, look for repetition. Circle or otherwise notate words that repeat or have 
synonyms and similar concepts. Make other notes here.  

Did you pick up on any ‘triads’ of words (groupings of three)? List them.  

We’ll see several triads as well as colorful metaphors in Jude. Look for them as we go along, mainly 
as a memory tool and as a way to appreciate Jude. You may find it interesting to note that 
James, his brother, is also known for colorful metaphors and word groupings. I wonder what this 
says about the boys’ upbringing and education, what they were taught to appreciate by other 
family members. 
 
Back to repeating words. Did the words ‘kept’ and ‘keep’ jump out on the page?  
What or whom is being kept in both instances?  
Who is doing the keeping?  
Now, look through the remaining verses of Jude. Note verses where ‘kept’, ‘keep’, or synonyms 
and similar concepts (watch, guard, protect, remain, preserve) show up. (Better yet, use a Bible 
concordance or online tool like blueletterbible.org to dig into other instances of the Greek words 
‘to keep’ tereo and phylasso in this book). 
List the verses, words, and other notes here:  
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We see in Jude that we are kept by Jesus Christ. We also noted that there are those who are 
kept for judgment. Who is doing the keeping in verse 21, what is kept, and in what is it to be 
kept?  
 
Do you feel the tension between being kept by Jesus and needing to keep ourselves? You 
should; we have felt that tension before. What similar things are we told in Philippians 2:12-13? 

We’ll examine later this week how we keep ourselves in God’s love, yet we rest and hope in how 
we are kept for Him through Jesus Christ. 
 
Let’s summarize what we know so far of Jude’s melodic line, God’s message to us in Jude: 

• We are kept by Jesus Christ for Himself.  
• There are those who mislead others and are kept for judgment.  
• We are called to keep ourselves in God’s love. 

 
Beautiful Identity 
Jude’s message is a vigorous one addressing how we are to contend for the faith against false 
teachers who are challenging not only the doctrine of our faith but the practical ethic in how we 
are to live it out. Jude will bring us face-to-face with judgment of those who mislead others or 
refuse authority. His book presents a challenging message. 
 
These hard words are all the more reason to appreciate the opening lines of Jude. 
To whom is Jude written (verse 1)? ‘Those who are   

’
 
How beautiful is our identity! We are called, beloved, and kept for Jesus. How would your life 
change if you could remember those three things are entirely true of you in Christ?  

 
To what have we been called in these verses: 
Eph 1:18  
1 Peter 2:9  
What is an indication of how we are beloved in these verses: 
1 John 3:1  
1 John 4:16-19  
What did we see we are kept for and what is kept for us in 1 Peter 1:4-5?  

 
Which of these parts of your identity in Christ is most meaningful to you right now? Why? 

 

 
Let’s do a flashback to Ephesians 1:3-14 to see this identity we have in Christ in more detail. You’ll 
hear the same treasures – called, beloved, and kept – in more expanded terms. Read and chew 
on the words. Thank the Father for the gift of Jesus in whom all these things are your true identity. 
What God says you are is what is most true about you. 
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DAY 3 – The Cause for Contending 
 
A number of years ago Dave and I decided we could beat the rat race of extracurricular sports 
by having everyone in the family participate in the same sport at the same time. Our entire 
family began taking taekwondo from Mr. Denny, a wonderful, older West Texas preacher-
turned-martial-arts-master. We worked on getting in shape physically, and we always received 
some good gospel along with street safety tips from Mr. Denny. I was fine when it was all patterns 
of air kicks and air punches; I even broke a few boards. And then there was the day when we 
sparred with the black belts training under Mr. Denny. I received a couple of solid punches in the 
face that even with headgear rang my bell and brought tears to my eyes. I had second 
thoughts about whether I was cut out for that kind of sport.  
 
Do you ever wonder if you’ve got the grit to fight hard for something important? It may not be a 
physical fight but perhaps an emotional or spiritual battle, a long marathon of a fight on behalf 
of one of your children, a prayer warrior’s call on behalf of a friend or parent. Perhaps you’ve 
battled a sin or addiction that had its hooks in you or in a loved one. Describe a season when 
you had to really ‘fight it out’ for an important purpose.  

 
 
Read Jude 1-25 to begin. We’re going to focus on verses 3-16 today. 
Jude tells at the outset that while he originally thought to write about our ‘common (or shared) 
salvation’, he found it necessary to write instead for what purpose (v 3)?  

 
 
That word contend is only used this once in the Bible. Contending (the Greek word 
epagonizomai) means earnest fighting, like a hard workout at the gym or even like in a military 
campaign. We’ve been urged by other apostles to endure, to stand firm, to work out…but here, 
only Jude is in our corner of the boxing ring urging us, ‘Contend for the faith!’ 
 
What characterizes this faith according to verse 3?  

 
This is the faith, the gospel, that was given once and is now complete. It doesn’t need repeating. 
There’s no debate on its content, scope, or meaning.  
 
What are the circumstances making a fight necessary (v 4)?  

 
From where have these people emerged?  
We are given two actions that these ungodly people do What are they (v 4)? 

 
The two titles given to Jesus in this verse also give us a clue. In what way do you think they are 
denying Jesus according to the titles ‘Master’ and ‘Lord’?  
 
My instincts when I hear ‘contend for the faith’ are to listen for the clarion call to defend our 
doctrine. Someone misunderstands the deity of Christ! Or the fact of His resurrection! In this case, 
however, we see reason to believe that we’re talking about doctrine twisted to justify sinful living. 
It is in their ethics that these teachers are leading others astray. How relevant this situation is to 
our own culture wars within the larger Western Church. We use God’s grace to excuse sin –  
  sensual or sexual sin to be specific. What does Romans 6:1-2 say about  
  this misuse of grace?  
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What do we do with sin if we recognize Jesus as our Master and Lord? Romans 6:11-14 goes on to 
give insight into ‘lordship’ and ‘mastery’.  What do we learn regarding the reign of sin and our 
submission to the rule of Jesus?  

 
Our sensuality must be put to death rather than using grace to excuse it – whether it’s excusing that 
sensual Netflix show or other illicit sexual activity on the screen, outside of marriage, or same-sex; or 
excusing slavery to food, drink, shopping, or lazy living. Let’s get in the fight and stay in it!  
 
Kept for Judgment 
Jude doesn’t pull any punches when it comes to the coming end for those who distort the faith, 
rebel against the Lordship of Jesus, and lead others to twist grace for the sake of sensuality. For the 
next several verses, Jude will give examples of people who received judgment for such rebellion 
and deceitful leadership.  
 
Many people get lost in this section of Jude because it cites literature from that culture and era in 
such a way that we’ll scratch our heads and say, ‘Where is that in the Bible?’ See the point below 
with the asterisk (*). Don’t get distracted. In many ways, it’s not much different than when I make a 
Tolkien or Narnia reference in our studies. Paul does the same in several places where he quotes a 
contemporary poet or philosopher to make a point. The important thing for us will be to capture 
the traits of these rebellious and lawless ones so that we avoid their leading – and even more so, 
avoid joining their ranks and misleading others through our own error. 
 
Verses Scenario Trait Outcome 
5 Some Israelites rescued from Egypt Unbelief Destroyed 
6 Fallen Angels rebelled and left their 

assigned dwelling  
 In chains awaiting 

judgment 
7 Sodom & Gomorrah & locale   
9 & 10 Angel Michael fights the devil over 

Moses’ body* and doesn’t 
blaspheme; contrasted with these 
people3 

 Not specified, but 
implies there is 
judgment for those 
who misuse authority 

11 Cain murdered his brother  Woe! 
11 Balaam prophesied for greed   
11 Korah led a rebellion in unbelief   

 
Verses 12-13 continue with an awe-inspiring list of metaphors for these deceivers who will be 
judged. Take a stab at unlocking the metaphors through the given detail & your own thinking. 
Item Description, Meaning, or your ideas 
Hidden reefs fearless at love feasts  
Shepherds who feed themselves  
Waterless windswept clouds They promise but don’t deliver 
Fruitless late-autumn trees, uprooted  
Wild waves of the sea casting foam  
Wandering stars headed for darkness  

 List additional traits from verses 8 and 16 here as we close.  
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DAY 4 – The Call to Contend 
 
Let’s circle back to another extra-biblical citing Jude gives us in verses 14-15 which will summarize 
what we learned yesterday. In this allusion to First Enoch, a book that would’ve probably been on 
Jewish bookshelves at that time in the late first century, we see what God holds in store for those 
who infiltrate the church with their own gain in mind, leading others from the person of Jesus and 
from living in purity. What does this source say God will do to these false teachers (v 14-15)? 

 
While this 1 Enoch is not inspired Scripture, Jude treats it as if this particular message aligns with and 
illustrates God’s true message to us about their destiny. 
 
How we Contend 
From here, Jude will show us what it looks like to ‘Contend for the Faith.’ Read Jude 17-23. 
If we are expecting Jude to tell us to tune our ears for false doctrine and to write letters to our 
pastors or to post on social media contending against that doctrine or those people, we will be 
surprised. 
 
These verses give us a discipleship manual. As we give ourselves to the disciplines listed, we are 
contending. To the extent to which we ignore these activities, we are in danger. Let’s pull out the 
list of what we are to do. 
 
When we pull away the surrounding clauses and adverbial phrases, the primary controlling 
command is in verse 21a. What are we called to do?  

How are we to keep ourselves in God’s love? Look for the other actions in the following verses. 
 (v. 17)

 Remember what (v18-19)?  

 (v. 20a)
 Build yourself up in what?  

 in the (v. 20b)
 (v. 21)

Wait for what?  
 (v. 22)

 On whom?   
Are you relieved that our doubts are not cause for alarm and judgment? Sister, we all have 
doubts at one time or another. Let’s have mercy on each other as we wrestle, question, and 
search because we know the gospel can stand up to questions and Jesus is able to keep us. 

 (think of a word we use for the action of v. 23a)
 Yes! Let’s keep ourselves through the work of evangelism or gospel outreach. 

7. Mercifully lead others to purity who are playing with sin; do it in holy fear with mercy, living 
out that same purity (v 23b).  

 
In summary, we are to contend for the faith by  remembering, building ourselves up in faith, Spirit-
filled praying, having mercy on others, evangelizing, and godly living. This is truly Discipleship 101. 
While we are kept by Jesus Himself, the gospel makes claims on our lives. We are called to the 
costly life of the disciple. This is the way we contend for the faith: we live by the faith. We do so in  
  community with others.  
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How’s Your Fight-Life? 
Let’s take some time for some soul-searching to make sure we apply these things well to ourselves, 
keeping ourselves in the Father’s love by building up our faith. 
 

1. Am I remembering? 
How intentional are you in listening to what others are teaching? Do you weigh their doctrine as 
well as their life purity and love for others? Do you forget that we have been warned about false 
teaching and wolves that will arise within the flock?  

 
 

How much do you mimic the feel-good statements of the culture? Do you excuse things God says 
are sinful because it feels loving to let them slide? Are you a teacher or leader yourself, and are 
you careful to follow the teaching of the Real Jesus from Scripture?  

 
2. Am I building myself up in the holy faith? 

How often and consistently do you spend time in God’s Word? Do you love hearing from God? Do 
you look forward to your fellowship with other believers? Do you practice faith when you sense fear 
in your life in responses to difficult or disappointing news? Do you build your ‘faith muscle’ by 
practicing faith even in the small moments? How have you seen growth in your life? 

 
 
 

3. How’s my prayer life? 
Do you talk with God daily? Do you look forward to talking to God? Do you bring the needs of 
others to Him? How often do you thank Him for goodness in your life or for answered prayer? How 
are you balancing prayer throughout the day with more intense times of talking and listening to 
your Father?  

 
 

4. Do I show mercy on others? 
How is your patience with those who doubt and have questions? Are you a stabilizing, support  & 
influence on others? Are you actively engaged in your local church in such a way you can 
exercise merciful service?  

 
 

5. Am I actively sharing the gospel? 
When is the last time you shared the gospel with someone? Do you have interaction with 
unbelievers on a regular basis? How have you practiced telling your own faith story to anyone 
lately? Can you verbalize the gospel message?  

 
 

6. Am I fighting for purity? 
Are you engaged in the fight in stubborn sin areas of your life? Do you mercifully call others to 
accountability and purity in their lives? Do you encourage others to follow God and walk in faith?  
How careful are you to guard your mind and actions from sin?  

 
 

  Beloved Sister, take the things you see in your life to your Father in prayer. Ask Him to 
  keep you as you keep yourself for Him. 
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DAY 5 – Doxology 
 
We’ve taken in the hard message about false leaders with stealthy insidious ideas that are kept 
for judgment. We’ve been coached in our corner of the ring about getting in and contending. 
But now Jude’s heart will give us the vision of what we strive for, what’s ahead; it’s something 
glorious! 
 
Read Jude’s awe-inspiring doxology in verses 24-25.  
 
What two things are we told Jesus is able to do (v 24)?  

1.  
 

Kept for Jesus by Jesus 
What reassurance is packed into this matching bookend teamed up with verse 1. We are kept for 
Jesus, and He is able to keep us! Even as Jesus encourages us to ‘keep’ ourselves, He reminds us 
He’s got us. It’s like the early days of helping my kids learn to swim: ‘You can do it! I’ve got you!’ 
We are called to walk in the support of the strong arms of the One who walks with us and holds us. 
 
What do the following passages add to your understanding and awe of being kept? 
Numbers 6:23-27  

Psalm 121 (The Lord is my Keeper!)  

John 16:1, referring to Jesus’s urging in chapter 15 to abide in Him  

 
What does Psalm 116:7-9 add to your ideas of being kept from stumbling?  

(For an interesting extended study, do a word search on ‘stumble’ or ‘stumbling’. It occurs so 
many times in a promise of mercy and blessing or as a curse for those who oppose God.) 
 
Presented blameless 
How do the following passages add to your understanding of how we are presented blameless? 
Psalm 18:30-34  

 
Ephesians 1:3-6  
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Ephesians 5:25b-27  

 
Philippians 1:9-11  

Colossians 1:21-23  

 
1 Thessalonians 3:12-13  

 
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24  

 
 
Do you see that Jesus has a VERY consistent plan in mind for us, His people, His beautiful bride? 
He longs to present us blameless, without blemish, glorious on His special day when He returns for 
us. And He will do it! Even so, come Lord Jesus. 
 
Glory and Joy 
Where will we be presented according to Jude 24?  
And what will be full and overflowing when this occurs (v 24)?  
 
Beloved Sister, what amazing things Jesus will do for us!  
And in our great joy in the presence of His glory, what will we partake in giving to God our Father 
through Jesus our Keeper? (see verse 25)?  

 
Beloved Sister, this is the fullness of our joy to keep ourselves carefully in the love of God, building 
up our faith, showing mercy to others as we have received overwhelming mercy. We contend; 
we fight; we are geared up for battle now so that we may abound in joy on that day.  
 
In the name of Jesus our Keeper, 

Tamara  
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